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Howe Library Windows
Howe Library, built in 1928, is the only branch in the Albany Public Library system 
that was originally designed as a library. Located in the South End/Groesbeckville 
Historic District, Howe Library is slated to undergo a renovation as part of the 
APL’s five-branch facilities plan. 

In early October, HAF met with the Library Board Design Review Committee 
to encourage the library to restore the Howe Library’s character-defining original 
wood windows instead of installing new replacement wood windows with exterior 
aluminum cladding. As it stands, the Library Board has voted to replace the 
windows. HAF continues to lobby the Board to reconsider this decisions. 
If you would like to voice your opinion on this issue, you can write to  
Mary Ellen O’Connor, President, Albany Public Library Board of Trustees,  
161 Washington Ave., Albany, NY 12210. Please visit the Library website at  
www.albanypubliclibrary.org for more information on the facilities plan.

Albany Convention Center Authority Update 

Howe Library windows and exterior. 

Convention Center model, view North. Photo courtesy of HNTB Architecture.

On February 1, 2008, the Albany 
Convention Center Authority announced 
its final estimates to construct the 
proposed 400-room hotel, convention 
center and parking facility at $397.5 
million. The estimate is valid only if 
they receive project authorization by 
June 2008. The Authority currently has 
financial commitments of $205 million 
from the state and the Albany County 
hotel bed tax. The 2008 estimates were 
compiled by the selected consultants: 
the master planning consultant, Clough 
Harbour and Associates; the hotel 
operator, Starwood and SMG; the 
architects, HNTB Architecture; and the 
construction companies, Gilbane and BBL 
Construction Services.

The master plan designs continue 

to evolve. The next step in the master 
planning process is the adoption of the 
Draft Generic Environmental Impact 
Statement (DGEIS), under the State 
Environmental Quality Review Act.  
The public is then allowed to comment 
on the DGEIS before it is finalized; the 
hearings will be scheduled in March 2008.

Historic Albany members should 
play close attention to these hearings 
because highly significant historic 
resources could be negatively impacted 
by the proposed convention center plans. 
48 Hudson Avenue, Albany’s oldest 
building, continues to be under scrutiny. 
HAF advocates that the building should 
stand with its original 1728 building, 
and subsequent additions, to protect the 
oldest portion. The good news is that its 

present owner, Orion LLC, is restoring 
the building under the direction of 
John G. Waite Associates, Architects. 
However HAF is concerned about how the 
Authority’s proposed project and Orion’s 
plans fit together. We will continue to 
advise the Authority about appropriate 
treatment for 48 Hudson and to consider 
design alternatives that mitigate the 
negative impact to this very important 
early Albany building.

An informational workshop, open 
to the general public, will be held on 
February 26th, 2008, at the Linda Norris 
Auditorium, time to be announced. 
For dates and times of all events, please 
refer to the Authority’s website at www.
albanynewyorkconventioncenter.com.

S. Bosshart
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Built Show 
Another  
Great Success
HAF’s 5th annual art auction 
and reception was given a 
slight makeover this year 
as VACANCY evolved into 

BUILT: Albany’s Architecture 
through Artists’ Eyes. We 
decided to see what would 
happen if we moved beyond 
the focus on vacant and 
abandoned buildings to a 
larger vision of Albany’s 

architectural assets. With 340 people in attendance, HAF was 
able to raise more than $19,000 – one of our most successful 
events ever. “I feel good about the positive, hopeful tone of 
this year’s show,” said HAF Executive Director Susan Holland. 
“Opening up the subject matter to all of Albany’s architecture 
gave Built’s portfolio tremendous diversity, as well as creating  
a connection between our community’s architectural heritage 
and its future.”

Holiday House Tour Recap
The winter weather didn’t hold back historic home enthusiasts 
as 300 people braved the elements to attend HAF’s 4th Annual 
Holiday House Tour on Sunday, December 9, 2007. This year’s 
tour showcased an entirely new selection of 12 bedecked private 
homes in the Washington Park and Pine Hills neighborhoods. 
Joining the festivities on the tour was the Albany Institute of 
History and Art, the Fort Orange Club and the Women’s Club 
of Albany. Featured for the first time was a Holiday Showcase 
House which was festively decorated by My Favorite Things 
Design Studio.

Highlights of this years tour included the First Presbyterian 
Church and the Women’s Club of Albany. Built in 1883, the First 
Presbyterian Church features stained glass windows from the 
studios of Louis Comfort Tiffany and Frederick Symetz Lamb. 
Tourgoers also took in the Victorian Winter Wonderland and 
Festival of Trees at the Women’s Club of Albany, which acquired 
its 1895 Prairie style house in 1919. 

A special thank you to Century 21 John Burns Realty for 
publicizing the Holiday House tour on its real estate program 
on Channel 6.

HAF Events Recap 

D. BrickmanDavid Brickman's photograph Bus Station 
View 2007 won Best in Show at BUILT 2007
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Join HAF Today!
Individual......................................... $35
Young Preservationist....................... $25
Family............................................. $60
Advocate....................................... $100
Builder.......................................... $250
Conservator .................................. $500
Architect .................................... $1000
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Please make check payable to Historic Albany 
Foundation and mail with this form to:  
Historic Albany Foundation, 472 Madison Ave., 
Albany, NY 12208. Historic Albany Foundation is a not-for-profit 
501(c)3 Corporation. Your contribution is tax deductible.




