
Bill Brandow and Jessica Fisher Neidl 
 
Albany natives and lifetime residents Bill Brandow and Jessica Fisher Neidl live in their 1882 Queen-Anne-style 
home on State Street, which Bill has lovingly restored since they purchased it in 2007.    
 
For more than twenty years, Bill has been a staunch advocate for historic preservation in Albany. A staff member 
at Historic Albany from 2001 to 2004, Bill went on to serve as a board member (2006–2015) and broad president. 
He has been a building conservator at John G. Waite Associates, Architects, since 1997, and is also vice chair of the 
city’s Historic Resources Commission. Bill earned a master’s degree in architectural conservation from the 
University of York in England.    
 
Without Bill’s efforts, it is fair to say the city would look much different, and that it would certainly have many, 
many more vacant lots and much less historic charm. He has been indispensible in saving or restoring some of 
Albany’s most iconic and precious built resources, including SUNY Plaza (the former D&H and Albany Evening 
Journal buildings), First Church, and Albany City Hall, to name but a few. 
 
When Wellington Row was at serious risk of demolition, Bill was at the forefront with a bullhorn, fighting for its 
preservation. The row as it exists today is a result of Bill’s tenacity, talent, and vision. Most recently, he played an 
active role in saving 48 Hudson Avenue, the oldest building in Albany and one of two remaining Dutch buildings left 
in the city. If not for Bill’s quick and thoughtful action and advocacy throughout the demolition of 50 Hudson 
Avenue in 2016, 48 Hudson would have been lost. People say a good negotiator comes to the table with a plan of 
action, and Bill, time and time again, comes with drawings and solutions that capitalize on our valuable historic 
resources. 
 
Bill currently serves on the board for the Washington Park Conservancy and has also served on the boards of the 
Society of Architectural Historians and Lark Street Business Improvement District.  
 
Jessica Fisher Neidl was born in the West Hill neighborhood of Albany, grew up in Pine Hills, and moved to the 
historic midtown neighborhoods in 2006. She is a writer and editor whose work runs the gamut from historic 
structure reports to preservation engineering articles to cultivating university-community engagement and 
heritage tourism in Albany. She chaired the 5th annual Built (then called Vacancy) and worked on the event’s 
planning team for several years. In November 2016, Jess co-wrote the grant that secured funding for the design, 
fabrication, and installation of the life-size graphic “scrim” at 48 Hudson Avenue and managed the project from 
concept to completion.      
 
Jess was twice selected by the Consul General of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, in 2016 and 2017, to participate 
in their shared cultural heritage visitors program, which took her to the Netherlands to work on projects related to 
U.S.-Dutch shared history and culture. In June 2017, she co-planned and moderated an international roundtable in 
Amsterdam, Looking for Kiliaen: Searching for Signs of Persistence of Dutch Culture in New York: What It Means, 
Why It Matters, and How to Raise Awareness. The event brought together dozens of historians, educators, 
architects, and museum and heritage tourism professionals from Albany and the Netherlands.  
 
Since 2010 Jess has been a senior writer and editor and director of local government relations in the Office of the 
Chancellor at SUNY System Administration. She is a founding member of and represents SUNY, as an institutional 
partner and downtown Albany neighbor, on the city’s Cultural Heritage & Tourism (CHAT) Partnership, through 
which she conceptualized, wrote, and project managed the Signs of Greatness: Albany Stories interpretive signs for 
the Downtown BID. 
 
Jess is current president of the Washington Park Neighborhood Association and an active member of the 
Washington Park Conservancy. She earned her master’s degree in classical archaeology from the University at 
Albany and excavated in both Cyprus and Albany.  
 


