
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear friends,                  August 2016 
 
 
On behalf of Historic Albany Foundation, we would like to invite you to serve on the 2016 Honorary Committee of the 
Foundation’s fall fundraising event: BUILT: Albany’s Architecture Through Artists’ Eyes. Join us for BUILT, an art 
show that celebrates Albany. This exciting and unique event is now in its 15th year, and Historic Albany is proud to 
demonstrate our mission through this art show and silent auction of regional artist’s work inspired by Albany’s built 
environment. 
 
This year, Historic Albany is partnering with Breathing Lights, a public art project that will illuminate vacant buildings in Albany, 
Schenectady & Troy in October and November.  It is to this end that we are excited to announce this year’s Honorary 
Chairs: Mayor Patrick Madden of Troy, Mayor Gary McCarthy of Schenectady & Mayor Kathy Sheehan of Albany. 
All three mayors were instrumental in bringing this project and its support from Bloomberg Philanthropies to our region. We 
are grateful that Breathing Lights will further illuminate an issue that Historic Albany has been studying and combating for many 
years: vacancy. Many of you may remember that BUILT began as Vacancy, an event with art based on vacant buildings.  
 
Mayor Patrick Madden, elected Mayor of Troy in 2015, ran on a campaign dedicated to strengthening the city’s 
neighborhoods, confronting the challenge of urban blight, improving fiscal oversight of city finances, and 
expanding economic opportunity in our communities.  Previously, Mayor Madden served for 30 years as Executive 
Director of the Troy Rehabilitation and Improvement Program, a community development corporation with a strong 
commitment to providing a path to home ownership through financial management counseling and educational programming, 
helping thousands of families purchase their first home. Mayor Gary McCarthy, elected Mayor of Schenectady in 2011, 
understands the importance of quality of life. He established the award-winning Homeownership Made Easy in 
Schenectady (HOMES) Initiative and worked with Senator Schumer to secure a $3 million HUD 108 Loan for blight removal. 
HOMES focuses on showcasing the housing opportunities throughout Schenectady through partnerships with nearly two 
dozen partners including banks, realtors, and contractors. As part of the HOMES Program, many city-owned properties are 
being professionally marketed with a focus on attracting owner-occupied buyers. Mayor Kathy Sheehan, elected Mayor of 
Albany in 2013, has dedicated her administration to unleashing Albany’s full potential, leading with a commitment 
to community, equity, and opportunity. She is an energetic champion of the renaissance now underway in Albany, and is 
working to revitalize all of the City’s neighborhoods. Mayor Sheehan and her husband Bob have also been long-time 
supporters of BUILT and of HAF. Her office in City Hall is home to a work of art that she purchased at BUILT 2013. For full 
biographies, visit our website. 
 
The judges for this year’s BUILT will be announced shortly. Through this partnership with Breathing Lights, we are also 
extending the Call for Art to include all three cities: Albany, Schenectady, & Troy. 
 
Please join the Honorary Committee by completing the enclosed card and returning it with your donation in the envelope 
provided no later than Friday, September 16, 2016.  If you have any questions, please contact Nicki Brown at (518)465-0876, 
ext. 10 or nbrown@historic-albany.org. BUILT will take place on Saturday, November 5, 2016 at the New York State 
Museum. The art show and reception runs from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. We will host an Honorary Committee & Breathing 
Lights VIP preview reception from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Enjoy the artwork and pick your favorites during this opening 
reception. Thank you for considering participating in this important initiative to bring new life to Albany’s rich architectural 
heritage. It is the support of Honorary Committee members that makes BUILT possible! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Susan Holland  
Executive Director    
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