
Report

Summer 2001

The Cathedral
of All Saints:
Elk Street at Swan Street

Envisioned by Albany’s
first Episcopal Bishop,
the Right Reverend

William Croswell Doane and
wealthy matron Mrs. John Van
Livingston Pruyn, this structure
was the first Episcopal Cathe-
dral built in the United States.
In 1871-72, they traveled to
London and returned with
interior and exterior photo-
graphs of the churches of
England. They set out to design
and build a Cathedral that
looked 1,000 years old.

The first phase in the
building’s history began when
noted architect Robert W.
Gibson won the commission
with his design over other
prominent designers including
Henry Hobson Richardson.
Gibson designed the building to
Doane’s exacting specifications,
resulting in a Gothic style with a
clean, almost modern look. In
1888, worship began at the
Cathedral.

From 1902 - 1904, the
second phase of the Cathedral’s
growth, the Bishop’s friendly
relationship with millionaire
financier J. P. Morgan garnered a

gift of $250,000 to the diocese.
Morgan and Doane also traveled
through Europe and the Near East;
Morgan buying antiquities and art
for his collection, and Doane
acquiring materials for the Cathe-
dral. Sir Christopher Whall was
commissioned to design the clere-
story glass – one of his most impor-
tant commissions outside of Great
Britain. The trip also resulted in the
acquisition of 12th century mosaic
floors, an early-17th century choir
stall, and impressionist-style side
mosaics over the high altar.

The third phase of the
Cathedral’s history has now begun,
almost a century later, with a major
drive for renovation and restoration.
The Cathedral of All Saints, the
fifth largest Episcopal cathedral in
the country and the 28th largest in
the world, is hoping to complete the
building according to the designer’s
plans.

     On May 15, Gover-
nor George Pataki
announced that a
$500,000 state grant
will help underwrite a
$1.2 million project
currently underway to
replace the slate roof
over the choir loft,
repair interior water
damage and install new
 gutters and stainless
 steel leaders. The project

will also restore the crumbling
brick and stone masonry, and
the flying and engaged buttresses
will be re-pointed.

Renovations to the Guild
House, built in 1903, are
underway. The structure will
eventually be re-dedicated as a
community arts space and will
be the centerpiece of a commu-
nity arts program.

The designer’s orginal plans
call for the addition of a triple
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The intended grandeur of the Cathedral is depicted in this
1903 watercolor by the architect, Robert W. Gibson.



WAMC is moving
forward with plans
to renovate the former

Fleet Bank building at the corner of
Central and Quail Streets in Albany
to its 1920’s-era grandeur. In its new
incarnation, this commu-
nity performance studio
will allow WAMC to offer
bigger and better programs
to listeners in seven states as
well as nationally.

“We are delighted that
WAMC is supporting
preservation in downtown
Albany by choosing adap-
tive reuse of an existing structure
over demolition,” said Elizabeth
Griffin, executive director of His-
toric Albany Foundation. “They are
helping residents and visitors alike
reclaim the past - inherent in this
wonderful architecture - while
staking a claim on our future.”

According to Alan Chartock,
executive director of WAMC, “Our
goal is to promote the performing
arts. What better place to promote
them from than within the walls of
this wonderful landmark building?”

The WAMC Cultural and
Peforming Arts Studio will provide
a community performing arts center
and cultural hub. Offering live
musical and theatrical performances,
lectures, academic forums, films,
poetry readings and more, the center
will serve residents and attract out-
of-town visitors.

WAMC will broadcast special
events throughout parts of seven
states, as well as nationally and
internationally. The two hundred
seat auditorium will be a place for
children and adults to enjoy

storytelling, exhibitions of visual and
performing art and a variety of
musical entertainment.

The renovation plans include
restoration of the cathedral style
ceiling and arched windows, along

with the purchase of new furnish-
ings. A 260 square foot addition will
be constructed to function as a new
accessible entrance.

“This bank, reborn as a theater,
will serve as a much-needed catalyst
for future development along
Central Avenue,” said Griffin. “The
WAMC performing arts center will
be a shining example of what can be
done when people view Albany's
architectural history as an economic
development opportunity, not
as an obstacle.”

WAMC has undertaken an
aggressive capital campaign to raise the
$1.2 million needed to cover the cost of
renovating the building, located across
the street from their broadcast center
and business office at 318 Central
Avenue. We encourage members and
supporters of Historic Albany Founda-
tion to acknowledge their preservation
efforts by visiting their web site at
www.wamc.org to make a pledge. For
more information, contact Alan
Chartock directly at alan@wamc.org,
or call 1-800-323-9262 ext. 150.

Applause for WAMC Arts Studio
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Each year, Historic Albany
Foundation presents Preser-
vation Merit Awards at our

Annual Meeting to recognize
outstanding preservation efforts. We
are seeking nominations for preser-
vation projects which have pro-
tected Albany's architectural heri-
tage. Deadline for nominations is
Friday, July 13.
Guidelines:
• All nominated buildings must

be within Albany County
• Projects must be completed
• Since a Preservation Merit

Award is viewed by the public as
Historic Albany Foundation's
endorsement of a project,
awards can only be made where
proper preservation techniques
have been adhered to

Preservation Merit Awards:
Call for Nominations

• Preference will be given to
projects which have inspired
other preservation efforts

• Individuals or organizations may
be nominated for superlative
preservation efforts or for
continuing contributions

• Special awards may be given for
circumstances which do not fall
into the above categories
To submit a nomination, please

send the name, address and tele-
phone number of the nominee – as
well as your name, address and
telephone number – to Historic
Albany Foundation at 89 Lexington
Avenue, Albany, NY 12206.

Historic Albany Foundation is
planning a late summer Annual
Meeting and awards ceremony, at a
location to be announced.

SPIRITS FROM THE PAST

The recent discovery of
wooden vats from an old rum
distillery doesn’t mean that
Albany, New York, suddenly has
a new brownfield on its hands.
Indeed, there’s no contamination
on the downtown site—only
artifacts. But deciding what to
do with them has delayed
construction of a $12 million
municipal parking garage.

It’s the cost of doing business
in a city whose establishment
dates back to 1652 and which
contains remnants of history
buried all over.

The city requires that a
preconstruction archeological dig
be done before any project gets
under way. In February, the
Albany Parking Authority
invested $198,000 in a contract
to do an archeological investiga-
tion of Dutch and English
colonial remains on the site. The
investigation unearthed bricks
from a Dutch-colonial-era
brickyard from the 1600s,
decorative tile fragments from a
17th- century Dutch house, and
the 18th-century rum distillery.

Two businessmen [HAF
members George McNamee and
Alan Goldberg] offered $40,000
to remove part of the distillery.
The city will contribute another
$10,000 to make sure it is
preserved and exhibited eventu-
ally.  —Ellen Perlman

Excerpted from Governing magazine.

Historic Albany
In the News

Legislative Update
Preservation Tax Credit

In January, Governor George
Pataki introduced his 2001-2002
Executive Budget, which fea-

tured an Historic Homeownership
Assistance Tax Credit.

This bill would offer a financial
incentive for rehabilitating historic
residential property in the State. In
return for rehabilitating such proper-
ties, taxpayers would receive a state
tax credit.

This proposal achieves two
important goals: it provides an
incentive for taxpayers to preserve
the state’s dwindling stock of
historic homes; and it provides
another mechanism to promote the
rehabilitation of vital housing stock.

This bill would encourage more
people to invest in the revitalization
of decaying neighborhoods.

While the Governor’s measure is
a step in the right direction, we
prefer Assemblyman Kevin Cahill’s
(D-Kingston) approach. Assembly-
man Cahill’s legislation (A. 00042)
includes an option for a ‘mortgage
credit certificate’ in lieu of a tax
credit. This would help more New
Yorkers – who often don’t itemize
their income taxes  – take advantage
of the program.

Since the State Budget is likely
to be delayed indefinitely, you have
time to contact the Governor and
offer your support for this measure!



North Swan Street

Historic Albany Foundation
took the lead in calling on the
City Planning Board to request a
draft environmental impact
statement (DEIS) for a $15
million dollar plan by the
Albany Housing Authority and a
private developer to raze several
city blocks in the Ten Broeck
Historic District and build 120
units of affordable rental hous-
ing in Arbor Hill.

While the Planning Board
agreed to require a DEIS, we
were unsuccessful in our request
for a complete DEIS scoping
process which would have
provided for public input. We
submitted a proposed scope to
the City as a guide for evaluating
the project’s impacts on the
Historic District.

Ultimately, we hope that the
DEIS process will result in a
project design that minimizes
the affects on the historic district
and results in a revitalized Arbor
Hill neighborhood. We continue
to work with various neighbor-
hood residents and groups to
monitor the project.

Lombardo’s

Within two hours of learning of
Judge Joseph Teresi’s decision to
allow demolition of three
buildings on Madison Avenue,
the owner of Lombardo’s
Restaurant had a wrecking
permit and a wrecking crew on
site. Paul Mancino convinced
the city he would never make

enough in rent to justify renovating
122, 124 and 128 Madison Ave. In
this case, the city of Albany failed to
adhere to zoning law, and allowed
Mancino to create a parking lot.

The College of Saint Rose

Four Queen Anne Victorian man-
sions on Madison Avenue are being
demolished despite HAF’s efforts to
promote an alternative plan. HAF
board member Jeff Baker and others
urged the College of Saint Rose to
preserve the homes on Madison
Avenue, and to re-site their new
building on Western Avenue. We
urged the College of Saint Rose,
LaSalle School, the Roman Catholic
Diocese, and other non-profits in
the vicinity to work together – like
University Heights – to share
resources and prevent tax-exempt
sprawl. HAF secured salvage rights
to the buildings.

41 Ten Broeck Street

On April 27, the Appellate Division
of New York State Supreme Court
overturned a November ruling by
Justice Bernard Malone which said
that Albany County had the author-
ity to begin emergency demolition
of this 150+ year old structure across
from St. Joseph's Church. George
Carpinello, Historic Albany Founda-
tion board member and attorney on
the case, called the ruling a prece-
dent-setting victory for preservation-
ists. “The court is clear that the
county is just like any other property
owner and must go through the
process (to secure permission for
demolition).” The case has been sent
back to a lower court judge.

Advocacy Update:
Bad News and Good News
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Cathedral
continued from page 1

porch and tympanum on the west
side of the Cathedral,  completion
of the clerestory and building of a
central tower. This tower would rise
some 50 feet, and be visible over the
State Education Building from
Washington Avenue.

The Cathedral of All Saints,
when restoration is complete, will be
the Canterbury of the Episcopal
Church. The completion to
Gibsons’ original plan would secure
its reputation as the most important
of English churches in America.

Historic Albany Foundation was
delighted to receive the Neighbor-
hood Resource Center’s “Outstand-
ing Organization” award at the
NRC’s annual meeting on May 15.

The award recognized Historic
Albany Foundation for

“constantly, creatively and
vigilantly promoting the
preservation of the city of Albany’s
unique and irreplaceable historic
buildings. In special recognition for
assisting residents and
neighborhoods to oppose
demolition and devise creative
rehabilitation solutions for vacant
buildings. Historic Albany
Foundation has had a dynamic
impact on improving the quality
of life in Albany’s neighborhoods
since 1974.”

Our thanks to Gene Solan,
Chair of the Neighborhood Re-
source Center, and to all those who
nominated and supported us.

We�re honored...
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Historic Albany
Foundation’s recent
accomplishments in

advocacy, education and technical
assistance, as well as our successful
partnerships with other preservation
organizations have positioned us for
continued growth.

With increased visibility comes
an increasing demand on our staff
to deliver services. To adequately
serve the needs of our members and
the public, Historic Albany Founda-
tion is seeking to fill the following
positions:

Technical Services

The director of design and
technical services is responsible for
developing and implementing
innovative community revitalization
projects and advocacy projects
involving saving endangered build-
ings. Provides design and technical

perservation services, both to the
general public and to individual
clients with specialized needs. Other
duties include monitoring urban
design issues and developing strate-
gies for their resolution.
Requirements: Bachelor’s Degree in
Architecture, Urban Design, Inte-
rior Design or Environmental
Design. An appropriate Master's
Degree or 3 years experience is also
desired. This part time position is
funded in part by a grant from the
New York State Council for the
Arts, and offers salary plus benefits.

Development Director

This individual would be
responsible for conceptualizing,
planning, developing and imple-
menting funding strategies to attract
individual and corporate donors.
Specific duties would include, but

Help Wanted

not be limited to: working with
a committee to develop funding
campaign strategy and rollout;
managing the implementation
of the funding strategy; strategi-
cally placing the Executive
Director with potential donors.
Requirements: Excellent writing
and communication skills;
proven track record of successful
fundraising programs with
individual and corporate donors;
computer and Internet skills,
grant writing experience. This
full time position offers a salary
commensurate with experience
plus benefits.

Applicants should send resume
and salary requirements to:

Search Committee
Historic Albany Foundation

89 Lexington Avenue
Albany, NY  12206

Membership Application
Each time an historic building is lost to deterioration or demolition, a piece of our history is lost as well.

Your membership in Historic Albany Foundation will help to promote, preserve and protect
the architectural heritage of the City of Albany.

Membership Options

Active .................................... $35

Supporter .............................. $50

Patron ................................. $100

Donor ................................. $250

Benefactor ........................... $500

Albany Advocate .............. $1,000

Name ________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________

City ______________________State ___ Zip _______________

Phone __________________ E-Mail ______________________

Please make your check payable to Historic Albany Foundation
and mail with this form to:

Historic Albany Foundation • 89 Lexington Avenue • Albany, NY 12206
Historic Albany Foundation is a not-for-profit 501(c)3 corporation.

Your contribution is tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.
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Local Building Makes National Register

The Delaware Avenue Fire
Station (Hook &
Ladder No. 4) has been

added to the National Register
of Historic Places.  The listing
was made official on March 12.

The firehouse is located at
356 Delaware Avenue.

In 1910, Albany’s noted
architect Marcus T. Reynolds
designed the firehouse for the
newer and rapidly growing
Delaware Avenue neighborhood.
He took the opportunity to
preserve in stone symbols of the
city’s Dutch heritage.

Reynolds expressed his sense
of humor by placing beavers on
hind legs holding shields with
the seal of Albany on the peaks

of the building as vigilant protectors
of the neighborhood.

Hook and Ladder Company
No. 4, built at a cost of $38,000,
was dedicated on May 26, 1912. In
1913, a Babcock & Champion
Chemical wagon was also placed at
No. 4, known as Chemical 11. On
October 9, 1914, horse-drawn
wagons were replaced by a Federal
Chemical automobile.

In 1957, Steamer No. 9 at
Second Avenue and Sand Street
closed, and became part of Delaware
Avenue Station in 1959.

Members of the Delaware
Avenue Neighborhood Association
wish to extend their gratitude to the
following individuals whose work was

instrumental in Hook & Ladder
No. 4’s listing: Chief Warren
Abriel, John Bonafide, Virginia
Bowers, Lori Harris, Mayor
Gerald Jennings, Michael Morelli,
Tom Murnane, Richard
Nicholson. and Captain Albert
Turcotte.


