THE VAN OSTRANDE-RADLIFF HOUSE

The Van Ostrande-Radliff House
was built in 1728 during Albany’s
culturally Dutch period that began
In 1624 and extended long after
the official end of Dutch rule in the
region in 1664. The house’s date of
construction has been ascertained
through documentary sources and
corroborated by tree ring dating, or
dendrochronology, performed on its
framing members.

It is one of only a handful of North
American urban Dutch houses to
survive into the 21st Century.
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The Van Ostrande-Radliff House has four key Dutch
characteristics that make it rare and important to understanding
urban Dutch architecture in the United States: steeply pitched

roof, , moulded anchor beam, and jambless
fireplace.

Steeply Pitched Roof

Dutch urban architecture featured a steeply ,-’"i
pitched roof with the gable end facing the " |

street, taking advantage of deep narrow city —
building lots. ;

silhouette with its steep pitch facing
Hudson Avenue. The original roof was
retained during later changes.



The most characteristiccomponent of all Dutch _ =-fﬁ_ff_;
architecture in North America is the heavy —" B i
timber H-bent framing. Eight large cleanly cut ! u .
anchor beams still dominate the interior of | T—per—r—

the Van Ostrande-Radliff House. The existing | 4 |

H-bents are highlighted in orange.

Moulded Anchor Beam 3
Highlighted in blue, the moulded anchor beam
is the horizontal member of the H-bent and the I L[ |
only remaining component of the building’s - |
originalfacade. Thedecorativelyshapedanchor | ‘jj |
beam is one of two that exist in situ in the United ; : -
States. A third is stored at the Metropolitan

Museum of Art in New York City. '




Jambless Fireplace

Jambless fireplaces have no sides and
no defined firebox. Thistype of fireplace
was common as It allowed for direct
daylight to reach the hearth of houses
ontight urban lot. Thisis the only known
survivingexampleofajamblessfireplace
oriented perpendicular to the H-bent
framing in the United States, a design
specific to urban houses (rural houses
ran parallel). Outlined in purple is the
framing and back wall of the jambless

+ Historic Albany Foundation is a private, not-for-profit
11— ~membership organization established in 1974 whose mission

=/ Is to preserve and protect buildings that have architectural,
historic or civic value, by providing technical assistance,
education, and advocacy.

“ For more information about the Van Ostrande-Radliff House or
Historic Albany programs, please visit
www.historic-albany.org or call 518-465-0876.

Section courtesy of SEREAR
John Stevens.

The replacement jambless fireplace from the Bev-
ler-Elting House, Hugenot Street & Broadhead Av-
enue, in New Paltz. Library of Congress, Prints &
Photographs Division, HABS, HABS NY,56-NEWR
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