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HISTORIC ALBANY FOUNDATION

FORTY-FIVE YEARS OF PRESERVING AND PROMOTING THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT

LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Welcome to the 2019 Preservation Merit Awards and Annual 
Meeting. We are so pleased to have a fantastic slate of award 
winners and new board members!  It is always a great day when 
we can celebrate successes in preservation in the City of Albany.

Over the past 9 months since I joined HAF, we have taken the 
lessons learned over the past year, and put them into practice.  As an 
organization, we have taken a step back, taken stock, and returned 
to our core mission tenets of advocacy, education and technical 
services. I have personally been in awe of the level of support that 
HAF receives from our community, in time, expertise and financial 
resources.  Our corps of volunteers,as well as dedicated staff make 
it possible to provide the level of service and programming that our 
members and friends have become accustomed to.

Celebrating our 45th anniversary throughout 2019, we will look to the 
future, both immediate and long term, as we create a new strategic 
plan to guide the organization over the next five years. This plan 
will allow HAF to continue to stabilize operations, and assist with 
deliberate and planned growth. This will be accomplished through 
advocating for our precious built environment, joining forces and 
partnering with other heritage and cultural organizations throughout 
our region, and providing expertise to local home and business 
owners to assist in keeping our neighborhoods intact.

Thank you to our members for being the driving force behind what 
we do each day!

Sincerely,

Pamela Howard
Executive Director
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
One thing I have learned in the past year is that over 
Historic Albany Foundation’s 45 year history, the 
organization has experienced its share of ups and 
downs.  Last year’s challenges were by no means an 
exception to the rule.  If anything, a stumbling block 
here or there, helps us to regain our balance, stand 
taller and reset our sights on moving forward, and 
that is exactly what HAF did.  We accomplished a lot 
last year and I must express deep gratitude to our 
dedicated Board of Directors who all rolled up their 
sleeves, to our Board of Advisors that were willing 
sounding boards and constant pillars of strength.  Our 
members too, expressed their unwavering support 

and let us know we were on the right track, complementing the hard work HAF does.  
We have a new team of talented and productive employees and celebrated Cara 
Macri’s decade of service with HAF last summer.  Our programs, events, advocacy 
and warehouse sales have all exceeded expectations each with a breath of new life 
and purpose.  As we tightened our boot straps over the past year, set new systems 
and procedures in place, we are well-positioned to set new strategic goals and map 
a course for growth and success in the year ahead.

A YEAR OF ADVOCACY
The advocacy work that Historic Albany does focuses on keeping our built environment, 
the streetscapes, communities and architecture that tells Albany’s 400+ history alive 
and standing.  This continues to be a challenge when the City has more than a 1000 
vacant structures and nearly 450 that have been placarded as unsafe/unsound. This 
is a challenge the City of Albany and County are also grappling with, so our efforts 
have been coordinated with these government entities to develop strategies to reduce 
the number of emergency demos, increase and improve enforcement and early 
stabilization efforts, and to match historic buildings with willing and able developers 
and the necessary resources.  In the winter HAF launched its Dirty Dozen Watch List of 
threatened historic resources on which we base advocacy efforts, collaboration with the 
City and our technical services. We continue to watch carefully the new development 
proposals, their impacts on historic properties and encourage increased listing of 
historic resources and districts such that grants and rehabilitation tax credits can be 
used as financial investment incentives. Advocacy truly is at the heart of our mission to 
preserve and protect and is what makes it possible.



EDUCATION & PROGRAMS

Our programs most often take the form of lectures, tours, 
and workshops, but we always seek new and innovative 
ways to engage the public. Our 2018 season was one of 
the most jam-packed best attended seasons. In 2019 we 
are expanding our partnerships to host new programs with 
many of our local partners with some of our tried and true 
favorites and a few new ones to keep things interesting. 
Some highlights include a Moby Dick book club, podcasts 
on hidden and Dutch architecture, Alexander Hamilton 
and prohibition walking tours, a rehabilitation fair, DIY 
workshops creating jewelry out of architectural salvage, 
technical workshops on window restoration and a virtual 
tour of the oldest building in Albany. See some of the stats 
on and photos to take in our year in review. Whew!  We’ve 
been busy! Thanks for joining us!

THE VAN OSTRANDE-RADLIFF HOUSE
This year has been a big year for the Van Ostrande-Radliff House. In 2016, HAF 
received a grant from the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 
to reconstruct two foundation walls and restore the basement, first, and second floor 
framing to prepare the original roof to be put back in place with its characteristic steep 
pitch. After a few false starts, the preparation work is done and we will be getting under 
construction early in the summer. Keep an eye on our website as we will be hosting hard-
hat tours as the work happens and hits milestones. Our capital campaign will be kicking 
off at the same time as construction. Our 48 Hudson Committee has been working hard 
crunching numbers and getting the campaign ready to launch. 

The biggest happening for 48 Hudson was to connect with the descendants of Johannes 
Van Ostrande, the first owner and occupant of the Van Ostrande-Radliff House. Some 
members of the now Ostrander Family remain in the Capital Region and are hosting 
the Ostrander Family Association’s annual meeting in Albany this year in July. Family 
members will be touring their ancestral home virtually and physically to make it accessible 
to the whole family.      

TREASURER’S REPORT
CURRENT ASSETS 
Cash and Cash Equivalents   $30,638.74 
Grants Receivable    $15,627.14 
Prepaid Expenses    $12,464.92 
Community Foundation Investment   $5,575.83 

PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT 
Land, Buildings, and Equipment            $274,300.56 
Less: Accumulated Depreciation            $(71,486.68)
TOTAL ASSETS              $267,120.51 
 
LIABILITIES 
Accounts Payable and Accrued   $26,979.33
  Expenses  
Notes Payable     $38,869.61 
Grant Advances       $5,000.00 
TOTAL LIABILITIES    $70,848.94 
 
TOTAL NET ASSETS              $196,271.57 

ARCHITECTURAL PARTS WAREHOUSE

The Parts Warehouse’s 40th year was its time to shine. Our fabulous corps of 
volunteers and board members rolled up their sleeves and took on the ardous, 
and truly dirty, task of cleaning the Warehouse from top to bottom. At our 40th 
Anniversary celebration in September, the Warehouse had never looked so 
good! With a generous grant from the Bender Family Foundation, we got a 
van to make pick ups possible and added wayfinding signs to make our doors, 
shutters, toilets, etc. easier to find. We brought on a new Warehouse Manager, 
Tom Gazda, in November who instantly began transforming your Warehouse 
shopping experience with fabulous tags on merchandise and stepping up our 
social media presence. If you haven’t been to the Warehouse in a while, stop in! 
Tom is happy to chat and show you some of the wonders he’s salvaged for your 
home or business.
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