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What is a local historic district?
A local historic district is a geographically definable area 
which possesses a significant concentration, linkage or 
continuity of sites, buildings, structures or objects united 
historically by past events or united aesthetically by plan 
or development. An historic district may also comprise 
individual elements, separated geographically, but linked by 
association or history.  This district is recognized in the City 
Code and is subject governance of the Historic Resource 
Ordinance. (Albany City Code § 42-84)

How does a group of buildings become a local historic 
district?
To become a historic district, boundaries must be selected 
and research completed.  Then the nomination is submitted 
to the Historic Resource Commission for review at a public 
hearing.  The Commission may then recommend the 
nomination for consideration and approval to the Common 
Council.  It is the Common Council that ultimately approves 
the designation. 

Historic districts may be nominated by property owners, non 
profits, neighborhood organizations and other individuals 
and groups.

The staff planner notifies affected property owners prior to the 
public hearing of the historic district.  The property owners, 
tenants, and general public are welcome to comment on the 
nomination at the public hearing.

What are the criteria for designation as a local historic 
district? 
The Commission may recommend designation of a historic 
district if it:

1. Possesses special character or historic, aesthetic or 
archaeological interest or value as part of the cultural, 
political, economic or social history of the locality, region, 

National Register of Historic Places 

What is a National Register historic district?
A National Register historic district is a geographically 
definable area, urban or rural, possessing a significant 
concentration, linkage, or continuity of sites, buildings, 
structures, or objects united by past events or aesthetically 
by plan or physical development. A district may also comprise 
individual elements separated geographically but linked by 
association or history. 

How does a group of buildings become a National 
Register historic district?
Nominations can be submitted to the State Historic 
Preservation Office (SHPO) from property owners, historical 
societies, preservation organizations, governmental 
agencies, and other individuals or groups. National Register 
Bulletins can provide guidance on how to document and 
evaluate certain types of properties. Sample Nominations 
provide additional useful information.

The SHPO notifies affected property owners and local 
governments and solicits public comment. If the owner (or 
a majority of owners for a district nomination) objects, the 
property cannot be listed but may be forwarded to the National 
Park Service for a Determination of Eligibility (DOE).

Proposed nominations are reviewed by your state’s historic 
preservation office and the state’s National Register Review 
Board. The length of the state process varies but will take a 
minimum of 90 days.

Complete nominations, with certifying recommendations, 
are submitted by the state to the National Park Service in 
Washington, D.C. for final review and listing by the Keeper 
of the National Register of Historic Places. The National park 
Service makes a listing decision within 45 days.

What are the criteria for designation as a National 
Register historic district?
The quality of significance in American history, architecture, 
archeology, engineering, and culture is present in districts, 
sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity 
of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, 

HISTORIC DISTRICTS: What are they? 
Historic buildings may be listed in a historic district in two ways, on the local register and on 
the National Register of Historic Places.  There is a lot of confustion about what a local and a 
National Register Historic District are, what it means to be listed in a historic district, and what 
oversight follows listing.  This document compares the two side by side to better explain how 
the two types of listing affects the buildings and the owners abilities to alter, repair, and maintain 
their properties.  All information for this document has been taken from the City of Albany Code 
§42-89 - §42-97 (http://www.albanyny.org/Government/Departments/Codes/CityCode.aspx) or 
the official website for the National Register of Historic Places (http://www.nps.gov/nr)

If you have questions or would like more information about listing, contact Historic Albany 
Foundation at 465-0876 x12 or cmacri@historic-albany.org.
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state or nation;
2. Is identified with historic personages;
3. Embodies the distinguishing characteristics of a 
cultural period or an architectural style;
4. Is the work of a designer whose work has significantly 
influenced an age; or
5. Represents an established and familiar visual feature 
of the neighborhood due to a unique location or singular 
physical characteristic
 OR  
If the area constitutes a significant and distinguishable 
entity whose components may lack individual distinction. 

Do property owners have a voice in the designation 
process?
Yes!  You are welcome to submit written testimony or appear 
before the Historic Resource Commission at the public 
hearing for the nomination of a historic district.  All written 
testimony may be addressed to the Chair of the Historic 
Resource Commission and sent to:
Erin Glennon 
Department of Development & Planning
200 Henry Johnson Boulevard
Albany, NY 12210

You may also appear before the Common Council when the 
district is proposed for a final hearing. Written testimony can 
be sent to:
Gerald Campbell, City Clerk
City Hall, Room 
24 Eagle Street
Albany, NY 12207

What are the benefits to being in a local historic district?
Local Tax Abatement Program
Buildings in local historic districts and are undergoing 
rehabilitation may be eligible for a tax abatement program 
which reduces the taxable value of the property, lowering the 
taxes during rehabilitation. For more details on the program, 
contact the City Assessor at 434-5155.

Guidelines
Listing as a local historic district offers consistent guidelines 
(Historic Resource Ordinance) for the maintenance, 
repair, rehabilitation of existing buildings in addition to new 
construction, demolition, and signage in the historic district.  
These guidelines offer neighborhoods protection from 
inappropriate development, i.e. buildings too big or dense 
for the neighborhood and inappropriate treatment.
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and association, and:

A. That are associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history; or
B. That are associated with the lives of significant 
persons in or past; or
C. That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, 
period, or method of construction, or that represent the 
work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, 
or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity 
whose components may lack individual distinction; or
D. That have yielded or may be likely to yield, information 
important in history or prehistory. 

Do property owners have a voice in the designation 
process?
Yes!  Property owners are invited to a public meeting 
to discuss the nomination and for SHPO to answer any 
questions regarding listing, the nomination, etc.  They 
are also welcome to send letters to the State Historic 
Preservation Office.  Opposition must be voiced in writing 
for it to be included in the nomination.  All written support or 
opposition may be addressed to:
New York State Division for Historic Preservation
New York State Office of Parks, Recreation 
& Historic Preservation
Peebles Island State Park
P.O. Box 189
Waterford, NY 12188-0189

What are the benefits to being in a National Register 
historic district?
Rehabilitation Tax Credits
There are currently three different tax credits for historic 
properties:

• Federal Historic Preservation Tax Incentive for Income 
Producing Properties, 20% of rehabilitation costs for 
properties in NR historic districts
• New York State Rehabilitation Tax Credit for Income 
Producing Properties, 20% of rehabilitation costs for 
properties in NR historic districts AND in a distressed 
census tract (contact Historic Albany for more 
information)
• New York State Rehabilitation Tax Credit for Income 
Producing Properties, 20% of rehabilitation costs for 
properties in NR historic districts AND in a distressed 
census tract (contact Historic Albany for more 
information)

Grants
Not-for-profits can receive state and federal grants for 
restoring or rehabilitating their historic properties



Are there restrictions on what I can do to  my property 
if it is in a historic district?
If you own property in a historic district, before any 
alteration to the exterior of the building is done, a Certificate 
of Appropriateness must be received from the Historic 
Resource Commission.  For more specific actions requiring 
a Certificate of Appropriateness, please see the Albany City 
Code § 42-90.

Local listing has no impact on what may be done to the 
interior of the building.

What is the Historic Resource Ordinance?
The Historic Resource Ordinance is the part of the Albany 
City Code that regulates the built environment in a local 
historic district.  The Ordinance pertains to alterations to 
the exterior of buildings, signage, demolition, and new 
construction in local historic districts.  The code requires that 
all historic fabric be retained and repaired if possible and 
that appropriate replacement in kind is done if repair is not 
possible.  The Ordinance was modeled after the Secretary 
of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties, which are the Federal guidelines for treating 
historic properties.  The Ordinance is §42-82 through §42-
97 of the Albany City Code.

Where can I find the Historic Resource Ordinance?
The Ordinance is §42-82 through §42-97 of the Albany City 
Code which can be found online at https://www.ecode360.
com/7679096

Does listing in a local historic district affect zoning in 
any way?
No.

Who do I contact about Certificates of 
Appropriateness?
Erin Glennon at the Department of Development and 
Planning, 200 Henry Johnson Boulevard, 518-242-714 or 
eglennon@albanyny.gov.

How do I apply for a Certificate of Appropriateness?
An application for the Certificate of Appropriateness can 
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Preservation Easements
A preservation easement is a legal right granted by the 
owner of a property to an organization or a governmental 
entity qualified under state law to accept such an easement. 
Preservation easements may provide the most effective 
legal tool for the protection of privately-owned historic 
properties while offering a tax benefit to the owner.  For 
more information see http://www.preservationnation.org/
resources/find-funding/historic-homes-funding.html

Are there restrictions on what I can do to  my property 
if it is in a historic district?
No, there are no restrictions on what a property owner may do 
to their property UNLESS the owner VOLUNTARILY applies 
for and receives State or Federal funds for the project.  In the 
event a property owner receives State or Federal funding 
for their rehabilitation project, all modifications must be 
approved by SHPO.  SHPO reviews for compliance with the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of 
Historic Properties.  

Listing on the National Register also triggers review by SHPO 
for any State or Federal project that may affect a property 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  

What are the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
the Treatment of Historic Properties?
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment 
of Historic Properties are common sense principles in non-
technical language. They were developed to help protect 
our nation’s irreplaceable cultural resources by promoting 
consistent preservation practices.

The Standards are a series of concepts about maintaining, 
repairing and replacing historic materials, as well as designing 
new additions or making alterations. They cannot, in and of 
themselves, be used to make decisions about which features 
of a historic property should be preserved and which might be 
changed. But once an appropriate treatment is selected, the 
Standards provide philosophical consistency to the work.

Where can I find the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 
for the Treatment of Historic Properties?
The Standards can be found at https://www.nps.gov/tps/
standards.htm

Does listing in a National Register district affect zoning 
in any way?
No.

Who do I contact about the tax credit programs?
Weston Davey at the State Historic Preservation Office/NYS 
Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation.  518-
268-2164 or weston.davey@parks.ny.gov

How do I apply for tax credits?
Before you can apply, you must speak with Sloane Bullough 
about the project.  Applications, brochures, FAQ’s, etc. 



be found online at https://www.albanyny.gov/Government/
Departments/PlanningandDevelopment/StartMyProject/
USDOApplicationForms.aspx.  Applications can be sent to:
Department of Buildings & Regulatory Compliance
200 Henry Johnson Blvd
First Floor | Suite #1
Albany, NY 12210

Where can I get guidance on the Certificate of 
Appropriateness process?
Erin Glennon at the Department of Development and 
Planning, 200 Henry Johnson Boulevard, 518-242-714 or 
eglennon@albanyny.gov.

Cara Macri at Historic Albany Foundation, 518-456-0876 
x12, cmacri@historic-albany.org. 

Where can I find if my building is in a local historic 
district?
§42-87 of the Albany City Code has a complete list of 
properties in historic districts.  You can also see all of the City’s 
historic districts graphically using the City’s Propety Map 
Viewer, https://albanyny.mapgeo.io/?latlng=42.668085%2C-
73.810681&zoom=13. 

Contact Cara Macri at Historic Albany Foundation, 518-465-
0876 x12 or cmacri@historic-albany.org

Is a building in a local historic district automatically 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places?
No.  A separate nomination must be submitted to the State 
Historic Preservation Office.

can be found online at https://parks.ny.gov/shpo/tax-credit-
programs/  Project already started, but not completed may 
still be eligible for credits.

Where can I get guidance on the tax credit application 
process?
Weston Davey at the State Historic Preservation Office/NYS 
Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation.  518-
268-2164 or weston.davey@parks.ny.gov

Cara Macri at Historic Albany Foundation, 518-456-0876 
x12, cmacri@historic-albany.org. 

Where can I find if my building is in a National Register 
historic district?
SHPO has a GIS tool available online at http://nysparks.
com/shpo/online-tools/.  Make sure to check State/National 
Register in the tool for it to highlight listed districts and 
properties.

Contact Cara Macri at Historic Albany Foundation, 518-456-
0876 x12 or cmacri@historic-albany.org

Is a building in a National Register historic district 
automatically listed on the local register?
No. A separate nomination must be submitted to the Historic 
Resources Commission. 
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Where can I get guidance for maintaining, repairing, altering, and restoring my historic building?
Historic Albany Foundation provides technical assistance for historic property owners regardless of whether or not the 
property is listed locally or on the National Register. Membership makes property owners eligible for site visits from HAF’s 
technical staff, assistance identifing the source of problems, recommendstions on good methods for maintenance, repair, 
alteration, or restoration. Members also have access to a working list of preservation friendly contractors. For technical 
assistance contact Cara Macri at 518-465-0876 x12 or cmacri@historic-albany.org.


