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" Prefabricated Housing

The Lustron House is one of the most recognized and successful of prefabricated homes developed in the first balf of the
20" century, during a period. of much expioration and experimentation in-the manufacturing of domestic architecture.

. Trade and business publications of the time in fact, toute_cl' the Lustron as being culmination of this experimentation and
the crowning achievement of the prefabricated housing industry in the late 1940s. Carl Strandiund, the visionary behind
the Lustron Corporation, is closely linked to this success simply because he was an inventor who strived to develop
cfficient assembly of products and was capable of adapting his ideas & creations to meeting the needs of the domestic
market. With the unique assembly-line production and distribution system, & strearnlined and modern design. with a full -
line of traditional and contemporary amenities, and a liberal infusion of federal funding, the goal of the Lustron all-steel
house was to facilitate the end of the most severe housing crisis the United States had ever experienced.

The concept of prefabricated houses is not one unique to the Lustron House. In fact, prefabrication has its roots in the
beginning of the Industrial Revolution with the concept of prefabricating building component parts in order to facilitate
mass-production. In the middle of the 19" century, the use of cast-irorn columns and wrought-iron elements became '
standard for the rapid construction of large market and assembly spaces. This tectmology was applied to residential
construction shortly thereafter. A cast-iron house constructed of prefabricated parts was first built in Staffordshire,
England in 1830 and by the 1840s the iron foundries of England were not only producing metal houses, but also shipping
them throughout England as well as to America, Australia, and the British coionies in Africa. The shipping of housing
parts to colonial settlernents was not a new notion. In the 17th century, panelized wood houses were shipped from
England to Cape Ann, in the Massachusetts Bay Colony, to provide housing for fishing fleets. This obviously expedited
early settlement there by offering an economy in skills, materials, as well as time. The notched building-corner technique
necessary for the construction of log homes was introduced soon after by the Swedes as another method to speed building
construction. The first significant market created for prefab housing in the U.S. was the California Gold Rush in 1848
.when house kits were shipped to prospectors there via railroad. This included the metal houses being shipped from
England. Kit houses and ready-made buildings were the logical alternative to either the tents that had been previously
popular or to building conventional homes. Due to shipping expenses, traditional building materials such as lumber and
brick were only available at extremely high costs. ‘ ' :

As mechanization todk command, fully prefabricated homes became most popular following the industrial revolution of
the 10th century. The mtroduction of the assembly line, improved mass-production methods and increased freight and
transportation systemns all contributed to this popularity. Architects and inventors were experimenting by the early part of
the twentieth century, with all types of efficient systerns for producing housing. Philosophically, prefabrication was seen
as the ideal way to rationalize the building process, achieve economies of scale, and bring good design to the masses.
Thomas Edison was a big proponent of prefab housing. In 1915 and 1917, Edison obtained several patents for a prefab

~ fire proof concrete house constructed with iron formwork. This invention was likely in response to his witnessing the ‘
buildings of Edison Phonograph Works destroyed by fire in 1914. Several Edison concrete houses were built and stiil

‘ exist in Union, New Jersey. Unfortunately, although marketed as affordable homes, the $30,000 price tag for the iron

i formwork necessary for the contractors/builders prevented these houses from being successful and mass-produced.

The prefab metai home was perceived as a cheap, temporary shelter, and never as a full replacement of the traditional
wood-framed “stick built” house. Houses constructed of pre-cui fumber which included elaborate jig sawn and turned
trim elements following the designs in widely circulated plan books remained the most popular form of pre-fabricated
dweilings. The natural evolution was the pre-cut, traditionally-styled mail order kit homes. These were first marketed in
1889 by George F. Barber. The development and growth of this business coincided with the expansion of the railroad and
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the resulting ease in which to ship large parcels to distant locations. A mail-ordered home would have come in crates

" centaining a thousand piéces delivered to the closest railroad station:  Homeowners or purchasers would then assemble it -
piece by numbered piece. Many consurners chose to da this assembly themselves since it provided a significant cost
savings. There were several other mail-order housing companies which followed the lead of the Barber and the Aladdin
Company: The International Mill & Timber Comparny took it one step further offering as. many as 57 different mail order
kits by 1920. Patterned books or catalogues provided a variety of styles and floor plans to choose from. The most well-
known mail-order kit homes were from Sears & Rosbuck who sold 100,000 kit homes by mail between 1908 and 1940.

In England, a post-World War I housing shortage and a simultaneous steel surplus resulted in at Jeast two successful
factory-made houses — the “Weir” and the “Atholl” houses, both designed in 1924 and constructed with timber framing -
and clad in steel. The Dorlonco house of the 19205 eliminated wood in its construction and instead combined a steel
frame with a skin of meta} panels covered with cement. In America, Buckminster Fuller introduced his first Dymaxion
House (1927). In Germany, the Muche-Paulick steel house {1926) had a Bauhaus design with enameled steel wall panels

* with rubber gasket trim. Neither ever reached fuil production. In 1932, Charles Bacon Rowley & Associates of

Cleveland, OH designed the first American prototype of a house with interlocking enameled steel panels as the exterior

" skin. That same year, the American Rolling Mills Co. (ARMCO) & Ferro Companies produced in a cooperative effort,
the Armco-Ferro house, 2 frameless structure built of load-bearing enameled steel. Other corporations tried their own
experiments with prefabricated steel houses in the early 1930s including (General Houses, Inc. (Chicago), American
Houses, Inc. (New York), and National Houses, Inc. (Lafayeite, IN). Despite the number of prefabricated house designs
making use of steel, or enameled modular panels, homebuyers still saw these metai houses as “out of the norm”, too
experimental, temporary and too expensive. Each company only built a few hundred hounses because of these public

" conceptions and the fact that production and steel supplies came tc an abrupt halt once the U.S. entered into World War IL.

" Thé 1933 Ceatury of Progress World Exposition in Chicago was one of the first fairs to popularize the experimental
demnonstration house to the public. Much of the focus during this fair was centered on the use of steel for housing stock.
More than a dozen firms exhibited prefab. steel houses at the 1933 Expo in Chicago, but only two thirds of these prefab.
housing companies used steel as a major component in their products. Typically technical problems such as condensation,
corrosion, and insulation hindered their experiments and the final products. In addition, the major investment needed for
materials and equipment for mass-production as well as the critical lack of access to an organized distribution network
drove the unit cost of each house too high to be attractive to potential buyers. At the same time, the experimental nature
of these houses limited their corporate support. Other technological advances in the housing industry in general, such as
the introduction of balloon framing and the standard 4-ft construction module may have had an impact on success of
prefab steel houses. '

Corporations such as U.S. Steel, Republic Steel, The Homosote Company, General Electric, and Westinghouse began -
looking at the success of the American automobile companies, specifically Ford and General Motors, and how they could
-adapt mass-producticn techniques to tap into the new housing market. o

America suffered through some very trying times between World Wars and specifically after the Great Depression in the
late 1920s. The resulting economic conditions and series of housing shortages in the United States had a profound impact
on the housing industry forcing the reexamination of the role that prefabrication played in the production of affordable
and available single-family houses. At the peak of the Depression, there were approximately 1,000 foreclosures a week
and residential construction had dropped 90% from the number of units being produced in the mid [920s. In the 1940s,
although the housing industry was ready to accept mass-produced or prefabricated housing, the shortage, restriction or
rationing of many consumer products and materials during the world wars stalled most producticn and further crippled
most domestic industries. In addition, there was a moratoriurn on all new construction during the war. The only
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exception was that the U.S.-army needed a way of providing instant shelter for military personnel and servicemen
‘throughout the country and abroad. This was the first-lime that the military financially supported the production of-
prefabricated housing with as many as'seventy companies contracted to produce 200,000 units for the government during
. World War IL The Quonset hut was among those mass-produced in large numbers since, the all-metal hut couid be . |
"0 quickly and inexpensively manufactured, shipped and assembled, as well as dismantled for deployment elsewhere. There
were several other prefab building models that used stee] and took advantage of standardized parts and modular designs.
When World War 1] ended in 1945, approximately 12 million soldiers returned home looking for jobs, homes, and
financial security. The fact that the building hiatus left a great shortage of houses for them to come home to created an
unprecedented housing crisis and the government once again looked to, the prefab industry for an immediate solution,
Congress voted in'1946 to fund research and help subsidize production of prefabricated housing. The Veterans
Emergency Housing Act of 1946 granted surplus war plants to prefab manufacturing companies, allocated scarce ‘
resources and promised government Joans through the Reconstruction Finance Corporation (RFC). This-essentially made
prefabricated housing a peacetime priority. - : ‘ - ’

Wilson Wyatt had been appointed by President Truman to head up the National Housing Agency. Wyatt’s major plan to.
meet the challenge of housing the retiming veterans called for extraordinary incentives to create 1.2 milljon tew homes in
the year 1946; this was a figire 6 times greater than the total housing production in 1944. The only real viable solution to
this ambitious goal was through mass-production. During the same time, the Federal Housing Administration (FHA) was
offering incentives to encourage homeownership for returning veterans with the Servicemen's Readjustment Act of 1944

_ (otherwise known as the GI Bill) which guaranteed low-interest mortgages. With the abundance of land and the major
need for homes, the federal government passed laws that encouraged suburban housing development while painting the
picture of young couples as pioneers in these developing frontiers in pursuit of the Americen Dream. :

Under the stimnlus of government support, nearly three hundred companies entered the prefabricated housing industry in
the late 1940s. Of these, three were chosen fo teceive direct federal loans. Two of the three—General Panel Corporation
(1942-1951) and the Lustron Corporation (1946-1950)-—were subsidized to produce steel houses. General Panel Corp.
manufactured the “Package House” designed by Walter Gropius and Konrad Wachsmanr, German émigrés. This house

* design used interchangeable standardized parts that led to a variety of floor plans and designs. Over six years, however,
the companies built less than fwo hundred houses due to problems arising from design and production changes, and
firiancial troubles. In 1951, the company was liquidated. i -

The Lustron Corporation was-founded by Carl Strandlund, an engineer previously vice-president of the Chicago Vitreous
Enamel Products Company. The Lustron Corp. won sapport for its assembly-line produced porcelain enameled steel
fouses and a commitment of Federal financing to cover the cost of the first 15,000 homes produced. The Lustron
Corporation, working out of the Colurnbus, Ohio Curtiss-Wright aircraft plant, intended to manufacture 30,000 houses a

~ year, but this goal was never reached. After four years, 1946-1950, the corporation folded with a final production of

© 2,680 houses, Although radical in-its use of porcelain enameled steel, the Lustron house —— a one-story, gabled-roof ranch

with a bay window and side porch — looked much.like any other postwar-era dwelling. The company was praised by the
architectural press and Hailed as 2 critical test of the viability of the factory-made house. Today, after nearly 60 years, an
estimated 1850 houses exist (hitp://home.earthlink.net/~lustronlocatar/state html) and 94 in New York State alone.

Lustron Corporation 1946-1958 . . .

The Lustron Corporation was the most heavily subsidized and industrialized of the 280 companies involved in the
prefabricated housing industry in 1947. Carl Strandlund, Lustron’s founder and visionary, was considered an
“industrialist” with training as an engineer coming from a long family line of inventors. He was born in Sweden in 1883
and came to the United States as a child and studied engineering through.a correspondence school. By the 1920s, he had
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. embarked on a successful career in industry. He was responsible for several innovations and patented inventions for the
" John Deere and Oliver Farm Machinery Compantes. His contribulions to the farming industry involved inventions to .
make work more efficient. In all, he held more-than 150 patents. . His dream was Lo eliminate piece-by-piece assembly. by-
» .« creating a less wasteful and Jess costly procedure known as “‘unit assembly.” In the 1930s and during the second World
i " War, Srrandlund was an executive for the Chicago Vitreous Enamel Products Company. *‘Chicago Vit” praduced steel
.. enamelware for companies that manufactured refrigerators, stoves, washing machines, and other household appliances. |
Porcelain‘enameled steel produced by Chicago Vit was also used for architectural pane!s for store fronts, This product
-~ known as “Lustron” panels - was trademarked in 1937 and referred to the luster produced by the glass-like finish of the
porcelain fused on the steel. These porcelain-enamel panels were used to provide atiractive and maintenance-free
structures for commercial uses such as White Castle restavrants, and Standard Oil gas & service stations. Before the war,:
Standard Oil had erected some 600 modern sleek stations clad in sanitary white enameled panels.

With the ending of WWII, Strandlund, as vice president of Chicago Vit, traveled to Washington, D.C. in the summer of
1946 to meet with Wilson Wyatt, the housing expediter for the National Housing Agency to ask for a release of some of
the government’s steel supply in order to produce five hundred enameled stee] gas stations. With Wyatt’s main mission
of creating housing and housing only, he was programmed to redirect any requests for building materials to meet his goal
of building homes. Strandlund was essentially told that there was no steel available for gas stations, but that an uniimited
supply was available for the housing market. After the meeting in DC, Strandlund and a team of designers worked for
severa} months to plan, design and create the first Lustron-house prototype. Strandlund returned to DC three months later
to unveil the drawings and manufacturing process for building a porcelain-enameled steel house on an automobile-style
assembly line. Originally designed to produce 100 houses a day, Strandlund's plan was well received by Wilson Wyatt
who backed Strandlund’s request for funding and materials. Wyatt also promised a wartime plant and a guarantee to.
cover the cost of the first 15,000 homes produced.

i The company’s goai far 1947 was to introduce the American

| Publicto this new housing idea. Chicago Vit. immediately

' began working on the first prototype house. The “Esquire”
was designed by architects Roy Blass-and Morris H. Beckman
from llinais. They perceived it as a durable variation of the
established bungalow house type, yet designed in a streamlined
fashion out of metal and using traditional residential house
components such as a simple gabled roof, bay & picture

“windows, sliding pocket doors, tecessed porch, and built-in -
cabinetry. The first Esquire was assembled at 7210 South
Madison Street in Hinsdale, IL just outside Chicago (Fig. #1). .

Figure #1 — The "Esquire” proiotype house

Because the Lustron House was envisioned (o be constructed entirely of porcelain enameled steel, Strandlund felt that this

- fuil size, actual model was necessary to market the idea to politicians and government officials to get government help in.
securing-scarce stocks of steel. Strandlund arranged for Wyatt to come to Chicago to see the mode! and assured him that
with a government loan of $52 million and an allotment of steel, he could produce 400 houses a day and would produce
30,000 houses in 1947. The prototype house featured porcelain enamel panels at the exterior walls, roof, gutters, and
downspouts, while the window casements were aluminum. The house measured 31°x35” and contained a living room, a
dinette with a built-in china cabinet forming the room divider, a kitchen with a door leading to the rear, a master bedroom,
guest or child’s bedroom, bathroom and a utility room. Despite having a compact footprint with approx. 990 square feet
of floor space, there was much built-in storage with ample full height closets in the bedrooms, linen and storage closets in
the hall, and ful! metal cabinetry in the kitchen. The house was designed 1o be built on a concrete slab, with structural
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" steel support members that formed the wall sections, steel trusses that supported the roof, 1% inches of fiberglass -
" insulation within the exterior wall-panels,-and 4 inches of insulation above the.ceiling panels. Radiant heat was supplied .
to the structure through the ceiling-panels froma Williams Oi1-O-Matic furnace. House came with a choice of six pastel
colors for the interior — all intended to be natural and easy to decorate with. The wall panels both interior and exterior
required no more maintenance than washing with soap and water to praserve.the luster of the porcelain finish. The Hsquire
was officially opened for public inspection’ and visits-on Navember 20, 1046. : '

By October 1947, Strandlund had not only obtained full support from the-government, but he had been given the
Colunibus, Ohic Curtiss-Wright aircraft plant, and a loan for $12.5 million from the Federal Reconstruction Finance Corp.
This loan however, had the condition that Chicago Vit. accepted liability for the loan which unfortenately, they viewed as -
too risky. In the end, Chicago Vit. declined the loan, despite the investment and resources they had made to that point.
Strandlund, who was the most vested in the project, resigned from Chicago Vit. and purchased the Lustron trademark, the
machinery necessary to produce the pilot homes, and all interests that the company had in the Lustron house. He .
immediately set up a new company, The Lustron Carporation, and by the end of that month accepted the government

loan. Even without the solid promise of work, most of Strandlund's young band of engineers left their jobs at Chicago

Vit and followed him. Strandlund successfully convinced the government to further subsidize his plan, and over the.
years received over $40 million fo set up the factory and get production going.

During the development of the prototype house, the company embarked on 2 major national advertising campaign to build
interest and demana for their product. When first introduced, the Lustron House had 2 national advertising slogans —
"The House America Has Been Waiting For," and "Lustron: A New Standard for Living.” These slogans effectively
articulated the nation's expectations for progress and for the idea of a house as the- “just reward" for a successful fight to
defend the “American way of life.” These houses were designed to create suburban neighborhoods where not only the
houses, but the homeowners and their families were homogeneous. The suburb was perceived as the child of the Lustron
Corporation, just as the interstate was the offspring of the automobile industry. The June 1947 issue of Architectural
Forum featured a cover photograph and feature story on the new Lustron house in Hinsdale. It praised the honest use of
materials stating “Metal was used as-metal in the Lustron and there was no atiempt to disguise it as wood, brick or any
other building material:” The -Army Times had _featufed the L.ustron in'its veteran’s edition resulting in twice as many
letter inquires as was normal. Consumer Reporis compared it with another prefabricated house and stated that of the two,

 the “Lustron house is the better buy.” It claimed that the materials and construction were excellent mechanically; it had a

- superior heating system and the steel construction with its porcelain enamel finish needed little in the way of maintenance
“or repair. The house was touted-as being rust proof and fireproof. By January of 1948, there was a backlog of 6,000

" orders for Lustron Hotises generated by the enérgetic sales force of 30 people. . .

Strandlund’s primary business goal for [948 was to get 100 demonstration
models fabricated and erected as quickly as possible. In March of 1943, the
company was the object of interest for a number of real estate editors who
“ toured the factory after a home builder’s convention in Chicage. Bell
Telephone was exploring the possibilities of building several hundred Lustron
homes at a new plant in Summit, NJ. In April 1948, construction began an the
first Lustron Model Home {Serial #1) to be set up for exhibit in New York City
in collaboration with a promotion of the Society of Illustrators (Fig. #2). The
obiective of the promotion was to give away the home at an Artists & Models
Ball at the Waldorf-Astoria at the end of that month. This model was the = ‘
newest design — the “Westchester” 2-bedroom unit ard had been furnished and %5, 2 Con 511 o ;ﬁhsm hotse
decorated on the interior by McCall’s magazine. It was erected on the in New York City.

p—_
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" northeast corner of 52nd street and the Avenue of the Americas in Manhattan.

" “Tours began on Wednesday April, 14th with 1,500 people going thru the house
" *and a capacity crowd arriving the next day (Fig. #3). Over 60,000 pecple-
toured the Lustron model in the 16 days it was open. A promotional brochure
was passcd out and many of the visitors were so impressed that they made
chécks out on the spot to place @ down payment for their own house. Of
course, all the checks were refused since the factory was not yet ready to begin
producmg its first unit for sale. The New York C]ty model proved to be highly
effective in gaining recognition for the company’s efforts to produce a high-
quahty, mass-produced house. " After the public demonstration of the Lustron - ‘ el
house n NYC, the company announced three franchised dealers for the F‘Lgm o #3 - 'med Of],,eww ¢ ouiside NYC
metropohtan ared. inodel home, April 1948,

Carl Strzmdlund gave apress conference to adchess the financial writers of the Wall Stregt Journal, Journal of Commerce,

the New York Times and the Herald Tribune. Syndicators supplied some 500 papers across the country with pictures and -

feature stories on the new Lustron House. The New York Times wrote that the 2 bedroom house “is made on the principal
of, a place for everything, and everything in its place.” Emily Post said “intelligent planning has gone into this home” and
a prominent New York radio announcer claimed it was the “oreatest single deve]opment in housing since they first put

" one stone on top of enother.” : :

. . o . o )
The April 19th issue of Life Magazine contained a 2-page ﬁﬁw »

[ —

House America has been waiting for.” ‘Tt promised 2 “new ..the hOUSE: A,\me; 1ca. has been waiting for
standard of living” to buyers, being convenient and e e o B 7
efficient, and available in a variety of designer colors (Fig
#4).  The advertisement included a coupon that readers

“could submit for more information. This coupon from the
2-page advertisement alone brought in more than 150,000
inguiries — an all time record for any Life Magazine ad.

- Unfortunately, the Lustron Corp. had less than 15

employees in the front office which proved to be highly

" inadequate when suddenly the Post Office began delivering :

‘truckloads of mailbags stuffed with coupons, each e i

requiring a reply. " 7 : -Figure #4 — Life Magazine, Aprit 19, 1948, page 12-13.

* Diespite this workload, the publicity efforts did not let up. Ads were later run in Time, Saturday Evening Post, F orezgn
Semce Ar chn‘ecmml Forum, Banking and othe1 trade JOle’ﬂs and newspapars

“In addmon to the print advertising efforts, Strandlund pushed to erect-models in 2 number of major cities including
Milwaukee, WI (3802 West Capitol Drive); Washington DC (corner of New Hampshire and E. Street in Fogey Bottom
section); Chicago (North Marine Drive at Wilson Street); DesMoines, IA; Detroit, ML Pittsburgh, PA; Anchorage &
Faubanks AK; Boston, MA; Minneapolis, MN; St. Louis, MO; & Indianapoiis, IN.

The first Lustron for sale left the factory in the first week of J anuary 1949 bound for a subarb of St. Louis. Despite the
fact that the war had ended in 1945 and the Lustron Corporation was established in 1947, it wasn’t until 1949 that most of
the Lustron houses for private sale and use were manufactured and erected. The primary reason for this unexpected delay
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~ in full production was the underestimated amotnt of time it took to set up of the manufacturing plant in which they would.
" be fabricated. In the end, it took a'total of 19 months.and $37.5 million in federal government loans to develop and set up
© theequipment and the production plant on a total of 106 acres of land. By April 1948, Lustron had hired 500 men and .
L planned to have 7,000 on the payroll by that September, Many men from the avto industry had been hired to run the plant
sirice the assembly-line work was familiar. The manufacturing time of a hovse was estimated to.be 400 man-hours from -
the time thie raw material entered the plant until the structure was erected on its site.

Fortunately, these delays did.not significantly carb inferest in these homes;
~ in fact it may have enbanced it. With the major marketing campaign and
" 'the built up anticipation, the Lustron plant become a showcase for '
manufacturing technology. There was the notion was that Strandlund and
his Lustron home were on the verge of ancther industrial revolution and the
feeling prevalent within the company was that they were going to-be the
General Motors of the housing industry (Fig. #5). C

‘The manufacturing plant consisted of machinery that included several steel
presses (161 in all) ranging from 25 to 1800 tons, and two. 180-foot

" porcelain enameling fumaces with the capacity for enameling 12,000
square feet of panels hourly. There were 200 portable electric welders, 67 i
spray booths, 19 bit shears for cutting steel, 16 dust collectors and 40,000 Figure #5 -
linear feet of overhead conveyors. Each house required 12.5 tons of steel ‘
and one ton of enamel. Within the first six months, the Ceramics Division developed a new process for fusing enamel at
1.300 degrees F — much lower than conventional processes. The benefit of fusing at this terperature was that it was .
below the critical heating point of stes] thus eliminating problems with distortion and maintaining the strength of the steel.
For the Lustron Corp. this meant they could eliminate the use of supports for the panels in the oven while also allowing
the use of thinner sheets of stecl. However, this significant development had positive implications outside of the Lustron
house production. It had a direct impact on the manufacturing of refrigerators, ovens, washers, and other porcelain-coated .
appliances made by other suppliess.. ' '

on Corp. plant in Columbus, Chio

As they were produced, each individual house component was
fitted onto a flatbed trailer in the order in which they would be
taken off Tor assembly at the site (Fig. #6). These innovative--
trailers actually sarved three functions. They were used as ‘
rolling platforms that moved along the assembly line on the
plant floor; then they carried the 30,000 pieces to dealers or

- house sites all over the Midwest, and up and down the Eastern
Seaboard. Tastly, the truck would haul upward of $20,000
worth of steel from the milis on its return trip back to the
factory. : S :

LR O e A AR SRt :. ke

Figure #6 — Lustron flatbed trailer for iransporting fhouse o site.

Despite the overwhelming interest in the Lustron concept by the American public, Strandlund was facing increased doubts
from the government and this created financial problems.. Ultimately, retooling or reorganizing the former aircraft factory
proved more difficult and expensive than originally estimated. Apparently the RFC (Reconstruction Finance Corp) had
begun having second thoughts about the soundness of the loans. Although, the RFC reluctantly granted an additional loan
of $10Million to the Lustron Corp. cn July 21, 1948, it required that this new loan be paid back in monthly installments of
| and ¥4 million dollars. Serious cost overruns and production probiems added fuel to the fire. Finally, even with the
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“additional Toans, the company was unable to produce the promiised 100"units a day. ‘Back orders accumulated and buyers

faced long delivery delays: The factory-was producing only 26 houses a day, yet needed to produce 50 a day to break .
" even based on its debt. The RFC had hired an ‘outside firm to evaluate the problems with the Lustron sales. In February
. 1950, the RFC ordered foreclosure proceedings to be started against the Lustron Corporation and by May, an order was ..
" approvedto sell the Columbus plant, its machinery, the land and the patent rights at auction to liquidate assets. '

Faced with this, Strandlund filed bankruptcy in June of 1950 with a list of 236 creditors. The last house shipped out on

- Jurie 6, 1950 and 6 cash orders were returned since they would not be filled. By that time, 2,680 homes had been built -
. and a debt of $37.5 millions had been racked up. This Jeft thousands of disappoiated customers who had orders which
“were left unfilled. Finally In April 1951, the Lustron Columbus plant was turned over to the U.S. Navy. .. '

Initially, Strandlund’s plans were to manufacture 30,000 houses a year, but this goal was never reached. After four years,

. 1946-1950, the corporation folded with a final production of 2,680 houses; less than 10% of the ariginal goal. The
Lustron Corparation made several business decisions that sericusly undermined the company’s poteniial success. First,
the company underestimated the time and money needed Lo achieve mass-production. Secondly, it never established the
proper distribution system to handie high-volume sales. These miscalculations were critical. Architectural Forum pointed
out in its May 1950 issue that Lustron had two strikes against it: first, it had missed the peak of the housing shortage when
there had been six customers competing for every house sold, and second, the units were not low-cost houses. By the
time Lustron was producing homes on-a regular basis, the housing crisis had largely passed and this unusual house was
competing in a rebounded market. In addition, because productions levels were low, the cost of each house steadily
escalated. Soen, the proposed $6,000 house was selling for $11,000 — a price greater than many traditional small houses.
Completing in the arenz of traditional housing, Lustron had little chance of real success. Conservative financial
institutions were leery of granting mortgages for nontraditional houses, especially before the house arrived at the Jot.
Local building codes varied from city to city and often prohibited features of Lustron’s innovative design. The
construction industry viewed metal prefabrication as a threat to on-site craftsman and established suppliers of building
materials. These battles were fought with each Lustron house sold. Even if the houses had been available and these
issues overcome, the corporation’s ad hec approach to sales and distribution could not guarantee the enormous sales
needed to sustain mass-production. '

The collapse of the Lustron Corporaticn should not overshadow the company’s substantial achievements. The popular
acceptance of the design challenged the notion that the American Public would never live in factory-made housing or that
prefabs could succeed only as teniporary solutions in crisis situations. No other venture had so thoroughly applied the

- methods of the assembly-line in the construction of houses. - '

" Lastron Houge 5 : : : .
* " The first house produced for public sale left the Columbus plant on one of the Lustron trailers in early January 1949

“hound for Missouri and this was the beginning of increasing regular production. The Westchester model was the most ,
popular and biggest selling model for the company. It was very similar to the criginal prototype, the “Esquire” which had
first been constructed in Hinsdale, Illinois. The overall appearance of the house was designed based on the general lines’
of the “modified” ranch style. It was availabie in both a two- and three-bedroom version. Matching garages, breezeways,
patios, carports and screened porches were available as “accessories.” The corapany promoted the houses as being
permanent, lightning-safe, decay-proof, and termite and rodent proof.

The exterior of the 2-bedroom Westchester model (021) can be easily recognized due to its notched porch area clipped out
the front corner (Fig. #7). There are two large picture windows on the front facade with the {iving room window in a
projecting bay area. There are two additional large picture windows. one on the rear facade and the other on the dining
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roorn side fagade. The windows are aluminum casement type -
hinged to open outward and screéns came as a standard feature. .
The end bedroom (master bedroom) wall was madified over the’
two years of production and can be vsed to dale the houses. The-
earliest houses featured pairs of small square windows set high in
the wall, This later became a single small window in sach
bedroom and lastly changed to be a-medium sized single casement
~window for each room. The house exterior panels were offered in
four pastel shades — dove gray, maize yellow, surf blue, and desert
tan. The model home which opened in Atlanta was the first
departure in the criginal four color schemes when it was offered

" in a pale lime green, The Quantico Marine Corps base Lustrons
also offered a “dusty pink” color. The interior colors were neutral-

" gray, ivory, blue, yellow, and pink. The three bedroom version of
the Westchester {031) had no notched porch since two bedrooms
were aligned on the front facade along with the-living room. The
Westchester models were offered in a Deluxe version which had
an identical floor plan as the standard version, but differed m that
it includ_ed the built-in vanity/bookcase, the pass-through china
cabinet, the ceiling radiant heat, the projecting bay window,
the bathroom vanity, the asphalt tile floor covering and 2°x2°
kitchen wall panels. The standard version did not include
these features and instead had conventional heating systems,
minimum built-in features and tiie floor covering was
supplied by the builder. The two-bedroom Westchester
Deluxe model {02) was the most popular and there are
approximately 78 in New York State (Fig. #8). The Lusiron
directory in Thomas Fetter’s 2002 book, notes that only 111
Westchester three-bedroom models (03) have been found in
the U.S. At least 6 three-bedroom Westchester models are
knowr to exist in New York State.

Given the success of the Westchester model, the Lustron Corporation
later introduced a second style, the “Newporr_,” again offered in either a
two- (023) or three-bedroom (033) version (Flg #9). The Newporthad &
much smaller footprint than the Westchester — measuring 31ft x 23ft and
were marketed to buyers in more distant areas due to the decreased
shipping charge. They Tirst began production in late 1949 with the first

house (serial # 2036) shipped to Birmingham, AL. Although downsized -

from the Westchester, it included many of the conventional parts used.
The distinctive characteristic was that the roof was set at 90 degrees of
the norm with the gable end (Fig. #10). The front door was moved to the
left corner of the front wall and a large bay window was set in the living
room sidewall where the front door was located on the Westchester

units. Other substantial changes was the use of a standup furnace and

T QUTSIOE
DEMEHEIONS
LR S

il S5 7Y

Figure #9 — Floor plan of 2-bedroom Newport mode.
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the use of standard forced-air circulation instead of radiant heating
* s used in the Westchester. “The Newport model was released -
during a time when the company was under attack by the '
Reconstruction Finance Corporation, thus this negatively
impacted the potential widespread distribution and acceptance. At
Jeast three Newport models are known to exist in New York SLate
Finally, Lustron offered a slightly larger 2 & 3 bedroom
Meadowbrook model but very few were bmii zmd 1oRC are kn{}wn
o exist in New Yorif( State.

) Fzgure#w Exterior af Newport model

Lustron House Mode] Statlsncs - “
o The Westchester Standard 2-bedroom house was model number 021 and measz_treé 31 x35 (1085 sq. f. ) and was
$5,210 from the factory and sold for appromm&teiy $8.600.
e The Westchester Standard 3-bedroom house was model number 031 and maasured 31'x39° (1209 sq. ft. ) and was
$5,765 from the factory and soid for approximately $9,300.
s The Westchester Deluxe 2-bedroom house was model number 02 and measured 31'x35 (1085 sg. £.) and.-was
$5,407 from the factory and sold for approxtmately $9,000.
» The Wesichester Deluxe 3-bedroom house was model number 03 and msasured 3r x39 (1209 sc; ft) apd was
$6.,482 from the factory and sold for approximately $10,000. .
‘o The Newport 2-bedroom house was model number 023 and me&sured 31 x23’ (713 sq. #t.) and was $4,110 ‘fmm the
" factory and sold for approximately $7,000. _
o The Newport 3-bedroom house was model number (33 and measurf:d 3Px317 {%X sq ) and was $5,065 from the
 factory and sold for approximately $8,200.
s The Meadowbrook 2-bedroom house was mode] number 022. zmd measared 31 x25! (775 sq ft.) and was $4 510
from the factory and sold for approximately $7, 400,
o The Meadowbrook 3-bedroom house was model number 032.and meas&red 31'x33° (1023 sq ft.) and was $5 410
" from the factory and sold for approximately $8,700

In late 1949, the Lustron Corp. approached Boston-based archatect Carl Koch about desighing the new 1950 models.
Koch was experienced in designing pre-fabricated houses. Koch worked with the Lustron design-staff 1o formulate a new
model whose components were reduced from 3,000 to 37 by providing for the assembly of window sections, storage
walls, and plumbing walls within the plant itself. This would prevent the problem of the trucks carrying 3,000 parts and
often arriving with some missing or lost during the assembly. The biggest departure with these house designs was the
two-by-eight foot Joad-bearing solid wall sections that wear interchangeable and eliminated the need for heavy studs or
gaskets are the joints. In essénce, the new designs reduced the number of parts and increased the interchangeability to
allow for more variety in the appearance and floor plans of the models. It also reduced the weight of the house from 12
tons to 9 tons. Unfortunately, the company’s financial piob ems in early 1950 prevented any of these plans from bemg
1ealzzed

T ypécai construction features of most of the houses included foundation of a basic concrete.slab specified to be no less
than 2 inches thick. This concrete siab was placed over a gravel sub-base and reinforced with welded mesh of no. 6 gauge
steel wire. Although a slab foundation was the most typical, the houses could and in a few instances were built over
basements, This was arranged with the dealer who was responsible for setting the foundation. The exterior and interior
steel panels were bolted to a skeleton of sieel. Wall framing was constructed of factory-welded metal studs placed two-
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foot on-center and supported by diagonal braces. The bottom plaié was fastened to the concrele Toundation by anchor
bolts. The exterior or perimeter walls on the Westchester mode! were composed of twenty straight wall framing sections
and ten corner assembiies (two bedroom versions &nly). This model also meluded ten steel roof trusses set at four-foot

*intervals replaced the traditional rafters and joist assembly. The stee] panels were attached to the frame in the field with,

concealed scréws along a grooved channel and interlocked along a hidden tongue-and-grooved joint. Compressed
between the panels was a permanent vinyl gasket which formed and assured an airtight enclosure. The exterior panels

were two feet square, while the interior panels were two feet wide and measured eight feet in beight running from floor:to -
ceiling in the living, dining and bedrooms. ‘The kitchen and bathroom had two feet square wall panels. Enameled ceiling . .

. panels were four feet square. Other house features such as window and door frames and jambs, gable ends, gutters and
soffits and the roof shingles were all prefabricated enameled steel. ' ‘ .

Foundation, walls and ceiling were all insulated. The attic space which was accessed
by a ceiling panel in the utility room, was insulated with three-inches of glass wood
with aluminum foil bonded to the inside face of the roof. Floors were ¢overed with
1/8-inch thick asphalt tile. The kitchen was equipped with a Lustron manufactured
sink, steel cabinets, arid an optional garbage disposal unit. An oil or gas forced-air
furnace circulated heat through the plenum chamber above the ceiling panels with the
ceiling panels serving as the radiant heat source directing warm air to the living room
space below (Fig. #11). Models later then the Westchester substituted this radiant heat
with a conventional stand-up furnace and standard forced-air circulation in the *high
wall discharge heating system.” : ‘

Frgufe #E] - o;izp(z;i; diagran of
radiant heating. .

The basic Westchester mode] measured 32-feet by 36-feet and offered five rooms. Only the bedrooms and bathroom were
completely enclosed with doogs (sliding pocket doors) with the rest of the house having an open floor plan. Other spaces
were typically divided with prefabricated storage and partitions such as the double-sided pass-through cabinets dividing

* the kitchen and dinette. The vanity and full height closet wall-in the bedroom aligned with the living room bookshelf on
the reverse side. : '

Each homeowner received a set of erection plans and
specifications, along with a home guide at the time of their
home’s construction. (Exhibit #1 ~-Owner's Home guide} The
company literature and home guide described each space and
its distinctive features (Fig. #12). The Master Bedroom, as
confirmed by this guide typically measures 12'x 127 (144 sq.
ft.). “To cut down furniture needs and to increase roomny ared,
one entire wall is devoted to step-saving, space-saving and
" meney-saving built-in features. A smart vanity is completely
" surrounded by drawers, cabinets, and closets.- A large mirror
(21 sq ft) is included. Overhead cabinets lire the wall at
ceiling level while wide, deep wardrobe cabinets reach from
floor to ceiling on either side, This is in addition to the large
closet space on the adjoining wall, providing practically unlimited storage capacity for normal needs.” All doors were of
the “sliding” type for greater convenience. The earliest houses featured a pair of small windows set high in the wall 1o
provide added light the bedrooms and the size and layout of the room will accommodate twin beds, if desired.

S
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Figure #12 — Lustron owner’s home guide (Master bedroom).
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' The dining room » measured 910 (90 sq. fr.) with its character-defining

clatmed that its houses were so simple to assemble that anyone with the

Sccuon E, Pdrre 12
The ‘second bedroom measures 10°-6"x 14 (147 sq .1L) and thus has about the.same amount of fl floor space as the master

- bedroom. ‘1t too accommodates twin beds and features one large picture window and a smaller window. Generous closet

space is plOVldBd and there are two’ dddllwnal buiit-in closets with shelves for linens in the hall between the two
bedrooms. -

The bathroom came equipped with a bathtub, toilet, and sink plus an
tlluminated medicine cabinet with a mirror, a towe! bar, a soap dish in the
tub, and a curtain rod. The tub and sink were fabricated in the Lustron
factory, while the rest of the furnishings were purchased from outside
manufacturers. A built-in chest of drawers (vanity) was offered as.an
added feature. The kitchén includes storage cabinets (upper), exhaust fan,
combination dish & clothes washer built into the sink cabinet and space’
for standald sized stove and refrlgeratm (Fig. #13)

features being the large picture window and the display cabinet for china
with drawers for linens. The adjoining living room measures 16'x14°
(224 sq. ft.) “with ample, unbroken wall space for pleasing and attractive
furniture arrangements. The window and wall areas are designed for
flexibility in interior decoration, to accommodate your furnishings. Not
one inch of floor space need be wasted space.” The living room includes
a big picture window, compact and attractive buili-in bookshelves and
random—w1dth vertlcal wall panels (Fig. #14)

These Lustron house were transported all ever the country from
Columbus, Ohio on specially built trailers. The Lustron Corporation

basis carpentry skills could put one together. Strandiund’s objective was
to create a housing which the ordinary man could erect for himself,
taking his cues from the manufacturers of past mass-produced housing,
guch as Sears & Roebuck, Barber, and others. In reality, he knew that most of the houses would be constructed on the 51te
by professional labor. Strandlund had signed an agreement with organized labor unions in order to avoid problems with

- the buildings trade organizations. However, the obligations of these contracts along with the problems resulting from

outdated building codes in many areas led to unexpected price increases. For example local building codes varied from
one area to another. In some cases they directly conflicted with the construction plans of the Lustron house. In Chicago, .
Jocal codes-required plaster walls and ceilings, thus preventing any Lustrons from being huilt within the city limits.
Connecticut codes calied Tor basements. - Copper plumbing which was used exclusively in the Lustron house was banmed .

" by many codes and even in Columbus, Ohio, only stone or brick chimneys were aflowed. In the State of Tennesses,

tandem trailers in the weight range of the trucks Lustron used were forbidden on nvhways preventing travel to and
through the state. Keep in mind that these houses were being designed, manufactured and sold in the same way
automobiles were and still are sold. The varions states were assigned a zone in relation to the iocation of the Columbus,
Ohio plant. The delivered prices varied within $1,200 from the closest zone 1o the furthest. Estimated sale prices
excluded the cost of the land, but included a transpertation allowance for a radius of 200-400 mules from Columbus.
Actual prices depended on the distance from Columbus and Jocal construction costs. What had intended 1o be a price tag
of roughly $7,500 could often rise to $10,000 due to these variations in site costs. To many, this seems exorbitant fora
house of this size and design.
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Lustron Dealerships _ SR : o ) " S

* In order to reach the national market of homebuyers and to distribute the homes, Lustron created a network of dealerships - -
across the country. Af the beginning, Lustron offered exclusive dealer franchises to selected wealthy businessmen . _
established specific Sales térritoriés. Some dealerships covered larges metropelitan areas such as New York City, or entire .

" states. The creation of this dealer network coincided with the national advertising campaign which began in mid-1948.
As the company planned and produeed model display houses, they were located in major cities where a dealer was’
identified so that interested buyers had a local dealership to.purchase through. Strandtund envisioned that the sale of the

* Lustron house would be similar and modeled after that of an antomobile. However, there were many problems faced by
the dealers, the buyers, and the Lustron Corporation from the beginning: For the dealers, they appeared to be at a
disadvantage right from the start. Their biggest problems were the lack of supply to meet the demand and the high outlay .

* of cash necessary to get started. ‘Eventually, the new exclusive dealers realized that more capital was required to set up
franchises than they cared to venture or could raise: In response to this, Lustron ceased the practice of dispensing
exclusive dealerships and instead began to try to reclaim the larger domains. The company struggled with deciding just
hew many dealers it should have and how large the service areas should be. With the national advertising campaigm, ‘
advertisements generated nearly 10,000 applications for dealerships. However, the Lustron Corp. had substantial control
over the dealers. It required the dealers to get the company’s approval before seiting the prices to be charged for houses in
their areas. It also set the dealer’s allowance for profit and expenses based on the projected volume of business that the
dealer was expected to have. The dealers protested that the overhead on the Lustron houses, which were experimental in

. pature, was enormous, thus making the profit quite low. The Company’s response was that overhead should in fact be
lower than claimed since services such as national advertising and centralized purchasing was covered by them as a cost-
saving measure to the dealers. : B :

In the end the largest hurdle for the dealers was the fact that they were required to pay in advance for the houses before
they were shipped from the factory, as well as have sufficient capital to buy vacant lots, pour concrete foundations, and
run utility lines. The homes cost the dealers $6000 each and had to be bought in large quantities meaning the dealers
needed $50,000 to $100,000 to get started. This placed a very heavy burden on the franchises and meant the dealers
needed to come up with their own money or find customers whe were willing to pay nearly $10,000 up-front for the
house. At the same time, the company had been promoting the houses for almost a full year before any left the factory.
This lack of production became the biggest headache for the dealers, since customers were forced to wait long periods for
their homes. The dealers, not the factory, bore the direct assault of the customer’s anger. They were faced with placating

* customers who had been promised a house (and had likely paid in full) or lose the business. In one instance, 2 New York
customer who had waited ten months for delivery sued the dealer (Architectural Forum 1949). :

" Additional unexpected costs for the dealers only exacerbated the problem and difficulties of running a franchise. .
Architectural Forum reported that a major sales handicap was the Jack of a fixed national price for the Lustron houses.
This resulted in houses that were no longer even moderately priced — they had increased from the original proposed retail
price of $6000-7000 to upward of $12000 when all the expenses were figured in. These expenses included the land cost,
freight, utility services (water, sewer, gas, electric, etc.) and site improvements such as the foundation and concrete slab,
sidewalk, curbing, walks, driveway, fill, grading, landscaping, and lastly the dealer’s commission. (Exhibit #3 - Dealer’s
cost estimate sheet)

Regardless of these problems, the network of dealerships continuously grew. Once production had started and by May
1949, it was reported that 143 dealerships existed and that the factory had produced more than 600 houses. This was just
months before the company’s peak production (July). By the end of 1949, there were 234 dealers in 35 slates and one in
Venezuela. Thirteen of these dealerships were in New York State. The cost of shipping components over the Rocky
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Mountains rather than dealer interest restrieted the location of the dealerships to the eastern Uniled States. When the plant
ceased operations on June 5, 1950, 2498 Lustron houses had been shipped to 36 states east of the Rocky Mountain and
Venezuela.” At this time, there were also dealers with 10 projects on the books totaling 1,270 -houses ready to start .
production. Over a two-year period of dealer experimentation, training and growth, there was a marked-turning point for .
the company and dealer operations. Many of the mast difficult sales problems such as building code issues, Telations with
the local building labor, and major transportation probiems have been-solved. I

In an-attempt to answer the many questions generated by the dealers, the Lustron Corporation produced and distributed a
series of informational literature explaining how Lustron dealers operate and were selected. In summary this literature
states that “dealers are franchised on a non-exclusive basis to operate in their community” and will be “limited to a city
and its immediate trading area.” The dealers were selected and given the franchise if they were able 1o demonstrate their
ability to “fully realize the sales potentia! in the territory requested.” To judge this-ability the Lustron Corp. required

- applications and evaluated the current building or contracting experience of the franchise applicant along with the past

business success record, demonstration of ample financial backing, and local reputation. The applicant also needed to-
demonstrate that they had an organization composed of experienced construction, real estate and financing personnel.
The dealer’s responsibility to the Lustron Corporation was to erect, sell and service the houses, as well as helping to
atrange mortgage financing. It was specified that the dealers were responsible to lay the foundations for the houses and
that to “hold down costs and to ensure quality, Lustron dealers are not permitted to subcontract this work.” No homes
were to be sold to “middlemen” for resale, instead the dealer was required to sell directly to the owner-occupant. The
Lustren Corp. held sales and management training programs at the plant in Columbus, Ohio for the dealers, while the
construction personnel of each dealership where expected to attend training sessions on the basics on home erection and
service. : )

. A series of “Lustron Home Planning Guides” were distributed to the dealership to offer basic ideas for how to present a
model display home and to introduce prospective buyers this “New Standard for Living.” These guides covered site
- selection and planning, as well as interior decoration.

LAHGE,-'FUNSOPISTIfUHTIBII ¢0 e
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Lustron Development in NYS 1949-1950

There were at least 13 dealers in the state of New York covering all regions of the 7 | c D%%%Eé?glis

state, with the exception of the Rochester and Watertown areas (Fig. #15). Thess - NEW CONSTRSETION-
dealers were responsible for initiating their own sales and for constructing the homes, | = » égﬂﬁ;&%ﬂi _
and often assisted the buyerin obtaining financing. Any variations from the standard [ 322 Bway oL, B3RO
plans, such as inclusion of basements, etc., were the responsibility of the dealers. gt Finn Comtruciion Co Ine 522 finey 55300
Given the topography of New York State, the inclusion of basements was not that bate Lofgracticn Co 428 Centeal av. .0 6/7110,

) . : . LUSTROH HOMES
. "unusual particularly in the Hudson Valiey, Adirondacks and areas of the Southemn paver] "?‘E*‘,F ‘ .
o K . . . C < merlca’s  Family: j '
. Tier where flat sites were rarer. ; ‘ : ‘ Home. Beauttful {ifz- -
- _ 7 . time poreelan finish, TITRIY

' . < Unmatched Bofll - in
The history of most dealers was essentially the same across the country. Generally, Low Malnitmasce.  Fire-safe, Eagy financlag.

TSR, Ry (e RAIATL pandl” heil,
most new dealers built very few houses in their first few months with the initial - “WHERE TG BUY 1TV
Lustron home taking workmen as many as 1500 hours to piece the Westchester AT T O S0P 27010
deluxe 2-bedroom model together in the field. Engineering developments and Sn‘fuﬂﬁ’éﬁﬂ“ ol 0 et 8652
improved erection methods as well as training and increased experience eventually - Zaemaling: Gruding .L:u].‘rit'l“;:,, .,
cut this time down to an average of 350 hours. At this rate the normal building time N L I ITI, i
was approximately two weeks. Naturally most dealers didn’t want to stress the sales géﬁ’é‘:éﬁjﬁ%”x“ o :
angle until they were sure that they could build the houses in 350 hours or less, Mellinna Jamgs ¥ “ﬂ,':“mm“, Csites
because that is what their sales price was based on. Typically by the tenth house, :::::':f::::l:”ﬂ;-ig%f;ﬂmﬁ"ﬁ. 20019

. 218 Sherldan as. . 62-0419
Figure #15 — Albany, NY area dealer
advertisement in City Direciory
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dealers were able Lo greatly reduce the construction hours. As construction time became shorter, sales numbers began to .
“increase gradually. The-sales by the dealers often grew in 2 pyramid manner — the first one, was often difficult to sell . .

because bityers were afraid of them, and'the crews were inexperienced. Once they. were able to sell and occupy the house,
potential buyers were more readily-willing to purchase the next house. In fact, the initial buyer often served.as the most

“effective salesperson, with word of mouth and owner testimeny serving to supplement any marketing efforts by the .

dealers. In essence for every house sold, there was another salespersen for the company. Many dealers offered Lustron.
homeowners 2 bonus if they were able to refer new buyers that led to the sale of a new Lustron house.

The press and the Government peinted to the difficulties and struggles of selling the Lustron house through deajers as one
of the reasons the company Tailed. However, most of the-dealers would say otherwise. On March 1, 1950, there was a
hearing before a subcommittee of the Committee on Banking and Currency of the U.S. Senate regarding the problems of
independent small business Lustron Dealers. The comumittee was requested to hold a hearing in the interest of small-
business dezlers regarding the continued manufacture of Lustron houses. A total of 221 dealers in the.country sent
telegrams giving statements on the success and effectiveness of the dealer system and the marketability of the Lustron
home. It was the sentiment of the majority of small business dealers that if the houses were continued to be manufactured,
and if there was confidence that production would persist, that they were confident that they could sell them with sales
numbers steadily increased over time. The Lustron Corporation clajmed that if they could build 8,000 houses a year they
could be a profitable business and would be able to pay back the government loans. The dealers insisted to the Senate

- Committee that they dealers could build the number of houses necessary. to put Lustren back on iis feet, regardieés of who
managed the plant. By March of 1950, most dealers were averaging 320 hours to erect a Lustron house while their prices .

were based on 350-hours. At the time of the hearing, 97 of the 221 dealers had commitments to sell & erect 8,102 houses
in 1950 compared to 729 houses built by all the dealers in 1949. ‘

With regard to the impaét of the Company’s closure on the dealerships, the dealers were so concemed with the company
continuing that they were committed to perpetuating the organization and heiping the other newer dealers get themselves

up and runmning. It was estimated by the spokesperson for the dealers that the dealers had an investment of $10,000,000 i

the project. It was stated that “if [they] thought for one mmute that this house didn’t have a future, [they] would have guit
a long time ago; because [they] were all expanding, 21l advertising, and all getting more salesman; it would be foclish for
[them] to even want to continue.” Many d;:alers had $50,000-$70,000 of investment to be lost if production were to stop.

The testimony of the Albany, New York dealer, Upstate Construction Corporation, via a telegram stated:
“Have been a Lustron dealer for 8 months and have erected and sold 20 Lustron houses without use of sales force or

sales effort. Have used this time (8 months) to train crews. Now can tumn out a Lustron house every 3 days in 350
erection howrs. Have just employed large sales staff and can sell 100 houses in matter of weeks. Am prepared to

erect 100 houses in next 4 months and 300 houses in year. Have I8 years as leading builder in owr area. Lustron is -

the best value ever offered. All dealers this section in sinular posttion having spent months training crews. None
employed any sales effort during training period. We're all ready now to meet tremendous demand for Lustron. If
Lustron permitted io continue this year, SUccess is assured.”™ : . :

In addition the Amsterdam/Schenectady region dealer, Wilson Bartlett, Taylor, Inc. provided the following testimony:
“Have erected 21 houses. Due to wide area in four counties where Lustron houses are built by us are scaitered, a

greater opportunity presents itself for displaying the same to the public. We believe this arrangement has a tendency
fo increase sales where a concentration of houses in one development would not do so well.”
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* The New Hartford, New. Yoz] dealer, I’ Agosling onthers stated: :
"Em:’ms;a,mc a,ccepzcmae by o present owWners. Hope for fourin 4 months, efghf iniZ momh? C‘: ews f] ained and
’wmz‘mg i : - - -

Luﬁuca Bm ders, the Niagara Faiis New Yo% k deaier prowdeé the fo lowing testimony via telegram: - _
“Since September 1949, sold and-erected eight Lusiron houses in Niagara Falls and vicinify, Plan'to erect af least
three houses a month.during 1950. Expect to sell 40 10 50 Iwuses in 1950 to prospects now on fn’e Speed can be .
made in erecting houses in 1950, as we now have trained crews.”

It is not known what the ultirmate financial loss for these New York State dealers were when the plant officially closed in
June of 1950. Ttis plesumed that many lost tens of thousands of dollars that had been invested.

The only corporate docamenta&on indicatin g the number of shipments to New York Staie was 2 dealer performance report
for the year end of 1949, As of December 31, 1949 there totaled 103 houses amongst the 13 dealers,, (Exhibit 5 —Dealer

Performance Report) -

Territorv # Built - Dealer Name Goal / % of Corp. goal of 10.000
hemes . : ' o

Albany - 18 Upstate Construction Corp. - 66 32%

Amsterdam S 21 Wilson Bartlett Taylor . 68 55%

" Binghamton 11 O’ Connell 71 26%
Buifalo CANCELLED -- , . -
Jamestown 5 Erickson 66 31%
Liberty 4 - 42 67%

- Newburgh ] Totanells 43 33%
New Hartford 2 I Agnostino Brothers 32 5%
NYC _ 16 - CANCELLED - 101 n/a
Niagara Falls 8 TLuduca Builders 32 32%

~ Olean c 2 E K. _ 51 13%
Saranac Lake 3 Donat Gendron 29 19%
Syracuse 10 Woodruff Construction Co. 71 22%
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F. Aésociéteﬂ ,Propert}' Tl}%pes -
- PROPERTY TYPE: Lustron House
. DESCRIPTION

Lustron House Charactar;qucs seneral

The original Lustron prototype house, named the “Esquire;” was designed by architects Roy Blass and Morris Fl. Beckman from
Illinois. They perceived the house to be & durable variation of the eslabhshed bungalow house type, yet designed in a streamlined
fashion out of metal and using traditional residential house components such as o simple gabled roof, bay & picture windows,
sliding pocket doors, recessed porch and built-in cabinetry. This prototype house featured porcelain enamel panels at the exterior
walls, roof, gutters, and downspouts, while the window casements were aluminum. The house measured 31'x35 and contained a

. living room, a dinette with & built-in china cabinet forming the room divider, a kitchen with & door leading to the rear of the
house, a master bedroom, guest or child’s bedroom, bathroom and a utility room. Despite having a compact footprint with

"approximately 990 square feet of floor space, there was much built-in storage with ample full height closets in the bedrooms,

Jinen and storage closets in the hall, and full metal cabinetry in the kitchen. The house was designed to be built on a concrete
slab, with structural steel support members that formed the wall sections, steel trusses that supported the roof, 13 inches of
fiberglass insulation within the exterior wall panels, and 4 inches of insulation above the ceiling panels. Radiant heat was
supplied to the structure through the cetling panels from a W]llnms Qil-O-Matic furnace. The house came with 2 choice of six
pastel colars for the interior — all intended to be natural and easy to decorate with. The wall panels both interior and exterior
required no more maintenance than washing with soap and water to preserve the luster of the porcelain finish.

Floor Plans

. Lustron corporate documents and promotional materizs] indicate that there were 8 house types. Three models: the Westchester;
the Newport and the- Meadowbrook each came in two- and three-bedrooms floor plans, while the Westchester offered a deluxe or
standard version.

Lustron House Mode] Stafistics: . : .

o The Wesichester Standard 2-bedroom house was model number 021 and measured 31°x35° (1085 sq. ft.) and was $5,210 from
the factory and sold for approximately $8,600. -

o The Westchester Standard 3-bedroom house was model number 031 and measured 31°x39° (1209 sq. ft.) and was $5,765 from
the factory and sold for approximately $9,300.

factory and sold for approximately $9,000.

» The Westchesier Deluxe 3-bedroom house was model number 03 and measured 31°x30 (1209 sq. ft.) and was §6,482 from the
factory and sold for approximately $10,000.

e The Newport 2-bedroom house was moedel number 023 and measured 317 x23 (713 sg. 1) and was $4,11¢ from the factcny and
sold for approximately $7,000.

o The Newport 3-bedroom house was model number 033 and measu;ed 31'%31" (961 sg. ft.) and was $5 0G5 from the factory and
sold for approximately $8,200.

» The Meadowhrook 2-bedroem house was model number 022 and measwred 31°x25" (775 sg. ft:) and was $4,510 from the
factory and sald for approximately $7,400. '

o The Meadowhrook 3-bedroem house was model number 032 and measured 317337 (1023 sq. 1t.) and was $5,410 from the
factory and sold for approximately $8,700

Westchester

e The Westchester Deluxe 2-bedroom house was model number 02 and measured 317 x35 (1085 sq. ft.} and was $5,407 from the-
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The Westchester model was the first Lmd bllmes{ selling model for the company. It was very similar Lo the original protolype with . .
the minor modification of larger windows in the bedrooms and the elimination of u jog in the corner of the rear wall to allow.for a
larger bathreom and rear bedroom. The Westchester was .wmlnlblc in bothra two- and three-bedroom version.

The exterior of the 2-bedroom Westchester model (021) can be easily recognized due to its notched porch area clipped out the

" front corner. There are two large picture windows on the front fagade with the living room window in a projecling bay area,
There are two additional large picture windows, one on the rear fagade and the other on the dining room side fagade. The
windows are aluminum casement type hinged to open outward and screens came as a standard feature. The end bedroom (master.
bedroom) wall was modified over the two years of production and can be used Lo date the houses. Tbe earliest houses featured
pairs of small square windows set high in the wall. Thislater became 2 single small window in each bedroom and lastly changed
lo be a medium sized single casement window for each room. The house exterior panels were offered in iour pastel shades —

- dové gray, maize yellow, surf blue, and desert tan. The model home which opened in Atlanta was the first departme in the .
original four color schemes when it was offered in a pale lime green. The Quantico Marine Corps base Lustrons also offered a
“dusty pink™ color. The interier colors were neutral gray, ivory, blue, yellow, and pmk

The three bedroom version bf the Westchester (031) had nc notched porch since two bedrooms were allﬁned ot the front fagade
“along with the living room. It was entered directly from the gable end under an attached canopy or awning.

The Deluxe Westchester models had an identical floor plan as the Standard version, but differsd in that it included the built-in
vanity/bockease, the pass-through china cabinet, the ceiling radiant heat, the projecting bay window, the bathroom vanity, the

asphalt tile floor covering and 2’2’ kitchen wall panels. The Standard version did not inciude these features and instead had

conventional heating systems, minimum built-in features and the floor covering was supplied by the buiider. The two-bedroom

Westchester Deluxe model (02) was the most popular and there are approximately 78 in New York State. The Lustron directory

in Thomas Fetier’s 2002 book, notes that only 111 Westchester three-bedroom models (03) have been found iri the U.S. At least .
G three-badroom Westchester models are known 1o exist in New York State. S

Newport
Given the success of the Westchester model, the Lustron Corporation later introduced a second style, the “Newport,” again

offered in either a two- (023) or three-bedroom (033) version. They first Newport model preduction began in late 1949 with the
first house (serial # 2036) shipped to Birmingham, AL. It included many of the conventional parts used in the Westchester but
had a much smaller footprint measuring 31ft x 23ft. The distinctive characteristic was that the roof gable was turned 90 degrees ' |
from its orientation on the Westchester: The front doar was moved to the left corner of the front wall and a large bay window was {
set in the living room sidewall where the front door was located on the Westchester units. Other substantial changes included the
use of & standup furnace and the use of standard forced-air circulation instead of radiant heating. At least three Newport models

: are known to exist in New York State.

Meadowbrook

Lastly, before filing bankruptcy, the Lustron Corporation offered a slightly larger 2 & 3 bedroom Meadowbrook model.
However, very few were built and none are known Lo exist in New York State. The Meadowbrook model is a larger version of
the Newport model. :

Accessory Structures i
‘The Lustron Corp. offered garages and breezeway additions made of porcelain enameled stesl. Two garage packages were
available in Jate 1949-1950. While clad in ename] steel panels, they were not constructed of steel framing like the houses.
Instead the panels were fastened to light wood framing typically provided by the dealer who erected the structure. At least ane
breezeway package was offered, to connect the house and the garage. Promotional materials touted that the garages were easy
“add-cns’ for Lustron property owners to consider since the enameled panel colors would always match perfecting since they
would nol change with age or weathering, even years after the original hause was constructed.

» Garage Model G-1 was a one and one-half car size, measuring 157523’ (345 sq. ft.).
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"o Gatrage Model G-2 was a two and osie-half car size, measaring":?ﬁ’xfl,‘%’ (529 sq. fL.).
1L SIGNIFICANCE

The Lustron house is significant in architecture and engineering for its associations with important developments in post-World
War I1 prefabricated houses; as an excelient exampie of an inmovative and unusual type of prefabrication which used an assembly-
fine production of all-stee! building components in 2 manner similar to automobile manuofacturing; and for its modem, durabls
gabled-roof ranch design. The Lustront house was 2 technologically advanced prefab solfution to the severe housing shortages i .
the post-Warera, - ‘

Lustron properties in New York State are significant under architecture and engineering if they are one of the eight models listed
above and if they have retained historic integrity. Lustron Houses in New York State meet National Register Chiterion A as
examples of the type of innovative use of modern material technology and marketing techniques that were used o meet the
demands of 2 severe housing erisis following World War I Lustron Houses also meet Criterion C as examples of the type of
creative house design, assembly-line production and on-site construction used for prefabricated housing during the late 1940s. ..

MLREGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS

In order to mest the property type registration requirements, an existing Lustron house must be a one-story, ranch-type Lustron
with exterior two-foot square, porcelain-snameled steel panels and porcelain-enameled, roof tiles. The interior must retain a
significant portion of the enameled steel ceiling and wall panels, as well as built-in features if originally inciuded. The house
must be manufactored by the Lustron Corporation and maintain a high degree of integrity by retaining most of its metal
construction, an intact floor plan, aluminum casement windows, enameled steel roof tiles and chimney and a concrete slab
foundation. ' )

Additions made to Lustron houses on the rear fagade do not represent loss of integrity as long 2s the square foatage of the addition

" does not exceed that of the original Lustron house or its massing does not overwhelm or obscure the original form. Often original
sites allowed for the construction of  full Basement by the construction companies that ereeted the Lustron house. Lustron '
houses set on a basement or crawl space instead of a concrete siab at the time of the original house construction, will meet
registration criteria if otherwise intact and retaining 2 high degree of integrity. . ’

Alterations that would result in the Joss of historic integrity and therefore being considered ineli gible for listing on the National
Register of Historic Places inciude exterior vinyl siding, artificial siding, major front fagade changes (i.e. removing bay window,

: full enclosare of entry porch, additions) inappropriate window or roof replacement, or doubling the size of a Lustron house with
an addition. '
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G. Geographical Data

The geographical area encompasses the entire Smm of New York. The listing below accounts for 99 properties that hewe been
identified. -Seven of these Lustron pmpertles h'we been dcmollshed At Ie"lst 28 properties have been found to be eligible for National -
chlstel listing. . .

CITY

STREET ADDRESS

MODEL

SERIAL

COUNTY COLOR NR ELIGIBLE -
#
- ‘ ‘No (sided, interior
+ Albany Albany 1 Jermain Strégt Weslchester 2 Yellow alterations) -
Albany Albany 2 Jermain Street’ Westchester 2 Demolished
- . No (sided; roof
Albany Albany 249 Hackett Blvd Westchester 2 . Tan replaced) - '
. ’ : ; No (sided, -
Albany Albany 27 Pinchurst Strest Westchester 2 Gray relocated)
Albany Albany 3 Jermain Street Westchester. 2 Blue Yes '
: Wastchester 2
Albany Albany 355 S. Main Strest + (3-1 parags Tan Yes
Albany Albany 4 Jermain Strest Westchester 2 DPemolished
Albany Albany 5 Jermain Street Westchester 2 Gray Yes
Albany Albany 6 Jermain Street ‘Wesichester 2 Demolished
No (windows
_ replaced, porch
Albany Albany 7 Jermain Street Westchester 2 Yellow enclosed, addition}
- Albany Albany § Jermain Street Westchester 2 | Tan Yes ‘
Montgomery . Amsterdam 110 Evelyn Avenue .. Westchester2 Blue Yes
Montgomery Amsterdam 20 Henrletta Blvd Westchester 2 Tan Yes
' No (windows.
replaced, porch
. enclosed,
Montgomery Amsterdam 207 Northampton Road Westchester 2 Tan basement)
' ‘ Westchesier 3
+ G-2 garage &
Montgomery Amsterdam 23 Dartmouth breezeway Gray 1884 | Yes
Westchester 2 o
Saratoga Ballston Lake | 26 Palmer Ave (deluxe) Tan ?
Saratoga Baliston Spa | 62 Church Avenue Westchester 2 Tan Yes
No (sided,
windows replaced,
Broome Binghamton | 10 Edna Avenue Westchester 2 77 10 plate ‘addition}
' No (sided,
windows replaced,
1235 Chenango Street Westchester 2+ G-1 porch enclosed,
Broome Ringhamton | (@ Hinds Street) | zarage Yellow no plaie addition)
Broome Binghamton 147 Rosedale Drive Westchester 2 Gray Yes
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. Westchester 2
Broome Binghamlon | 22 Edgewoond Road” + (-1 garage Blue Yes
Broome Binghamton | 38 N. Morningside Drive | Wesichester 2 Blue 1348 1 Yes
| Mantgomery ~ | Canajoharie | _ Ridge Road - Westchester 2 ' B T
T . C No (window
) : : openings added to
| Chataugna Chatauqua | 23 Hurst Avenue Weslchester 2 Blue 1697 | front, addition)
Schoharie Cobleskill __Legion Drive 7
Schoharie Cobleskill __Legion Drive ?
Schoharie Cobleskill. | _ Legion Drive ?
‘ No'(relocated,
: windows replaced,
Albany Cohoes 125 Adam Avenue Westchester 2 Tan ' .| on basement)
__Bought Corners @ Rt ‘
Albany Colonie g | Westchester 2 Tan Demolished
. Croton-on- ‘ ’ . ’
Westchester Hudson - 10 Pond Meadow Road ‘Westchester 2 Yellow ?
‘ 0l Duanesburg Rd @ .
Schenectady Duanesburg | Rt7 Blue ?
East
Schenectady Glenville 26 Slater Drive Westchester 2 Gray 1458 | Yes
East
Rensselaer Greenbugh 35 Phillips Road Westchester 2 Gray Yes
East
Rensselaer Greenbush 551 Rjvers Road Westchester 2 Gray ?
. : | No (windows’
East replaced, chimney
Rensselaer (reenbush 7 Willow Lane ‘Westchester 3 Blue added)
East 8 Lakeshore Drive '
Rensselaer Greenbush (Hampton Maner) Westchester 3 Blue Yes
Broome Endwell 2701 Robins Street Westchester 2 Deluxe | Gray 1364 | Yes
Chataugua Fredonia {0 Holmes Place Westchester 2 Gray 1998 | 7
i No (sided,
' addition, windows
Glen Cove replaced, proch
Nassau Long Island 25 McGrady Street Westchester 2 Blue enclosed}
Glen Cove Westchesler 2 : No (sided,
Nassau Long Island . | 27 McGrady Street + G-2 marage Yellow - windows replaced)
' . : No (sided, second
story addition,
Gien Cove most Teatures
Nassau Long Island 29 McGrady Street Westchester 2 Blue replaced)
Cattaraugus Gowanda I : Westchester 2 Gray 1046 | ?
Madison Hamilton 19 Hamilton Street Newport 2 77 Gray 7
. Highland Westchesler 2
Orange Falls 4 Riverview Rd (deluxe) Blue 1622 | Yes
Huntington Westchester 2
Suffolk Station (deluxe) ?
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: Westchester 2
| Tioga. Ithaca 102 Hlomestead Road + 5-2 garnge Yellow 2525 | Yes
| . S | Yellow
Tompkins | Ithaca __ {Cornell University) | Westchester 2 [ {or Gray) .| Damaolished .
Tompkins Ithaca 111 Haleyon Hill Road - | Wesichester 2 Gray 2548 | Yes )
. ' 1315 E. State Street ‘ ‘
Tompkins Ithaca {Cornell Univ) Westchesler 2 Gray ?
Chatauqua Jamestown 1226 Hall Avenue Weslchester 2 | Blue 7
Chataugua Jamestown 557 Falconer Street ‘Westchesler 2 Blue ?
Niagara Lewistown 47 Waler Street Westchester 2 Gray 9
‘ No {windows
replaced, gutters
't Sullivan Liberty .27 Charles Strest Weslchester 2 Yellpw removed) -
. i . " | No (windows '
Sullivan Liberty 72 Winslow Place Westchester 2 Yellow 2001 | replaced}
‘Westchester 2
Albany Loudonville 10 Clover Lane +G-1 garage Gray Yes
No (sided,
‘ _ windows replaced,
Albany Loudonville 11 Clover Lane Westchester 2 7? oversized addition)
. ' No (sided, porch
enclosed, windows
replaced, roof &
: Westchester 2 chimney replaced,
Albany - Loudonville | 12 Clover Lane + (3-2 garage Yellow 1692 | oversized addition)
Albany Toudonville 14 Clover Lane Westchester 2 Yellow I
No (sided, porch
enclosed, windows
replaced, oversized
Albany Loudonville | 266 Osborne Road- Westchester 2 Tan ‘addition}
: No (sided,
windows replaced,
: roof replaced,
Albany Loudonville |} 268 Osborne Road Newport 2 7% oversized addition)
. No (sided, roof
Albany Loudonville | 270 Osborne Road - Westchester 2 77 replaced)
' Westchester 3 ; -
Albany Loudonville | 7 Clover Lane’ + (-1 zarage Yellow Yes
' - - No (sided,
windows replaced,
: roof replaced, entry
Albany Loudonville- | 8 Clover Lane Westchester 2 77 relocated)
No (windows
replaced, partially
Orange Middletown 6 Roosevelt Avenue Westchester 2 Gray - 1055 | sided)
' No (addition,
Crange Middletown 9 Roosevelt Avenue Westchester 2 Blue enclosed porch)
Oneida New Hartford | 128 Genesee Street Westchester 2 Gray 1106 | Yes
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New York

‘Ave. of Americas &

New York City 532nd Streel Wechhest’er"l Blue | | Demolished
Niagara Niagara Falls | __. Pine Ave & 6G6th Westchester 2 Blue ki '
Niagara Niagara Falls | 278 South Avenue - . Westchester 2 Blue ?
| Niagara Niagara Falls | §621 Rivershore Drive Weslchester 3 Tan ?
Niagara Niagera Falls | 89 Meadowbrook Road | Westchester 2 Blue ?
Niagara Niagara Falls 9100 Hennepin Avenue Westchester 2 Gray ?
Niagara Niagara Falls | Devoe & Rozelle Westchester 2 Blue ?
Caftaraugus Olean 1912 "W. State Street 77 Blue 7
Westchester 3 :
Clinton Plattsburgh 7 Sanborn Avenue + (G-2 garage Blue Yes
S - . Westchester 3 ‘ :
Clinton Plattsburgh 9 Sanborn Avenue + garage Yellow " Yes
' ' Westchester 3
Clinton Plattsburgh 17 Sanborn Avenue + (3-2 garage Yellow Yes
No (sided,
windows replaced,
Westchester 3 _ roct replaced, entry
Clinton Plattsburgh 23 Sanborn Avenue {deluxe}- 27 addition)
__ Blue Barn Road @ Rt.
Saratoga Rexford 146 ‘Westchester 2 . 77 7
_ __Blue Barn Road @ Rt. T
Saratoga Rexford 146 .| Westchester 2 7 7
T 14 Blue Barn Road @ Rt. , :
Saratoga Rexford 146 Westchester 2 Gray ?
Bssex Saranac Lake | 62 Pelrova Avenue Westchester 2 Tan Yes
' ’ No {porch
] enclosed, windows
Schenectady Scotia 4 Drome Road Extension | Westchester 2 Tan replaced, addition)
No (addition, porch
enclosed, windows
Schenectady Scotia 520 Beacon Street Westchester 2 Blue replaced)
: . Westchester 2 :
Schenectady Scotia 615 Riverside Avenue | + G-2 garage Tan Yes
' ' No {porch
i enclosed, windows
Schenectady- Scotia 807 Pleasantview Westchester 2 Tan replaced, addition) .
Rackland Slony Point 38 Main Street Westchester 2 Blue. ?
Onandaga Syracuse 121 Manor Drive Wesichester 2 Yellow Yes
Onondaga Syracuse 201 Brookland Drive Westchester 2 Yellow Yes
' No (porch
enclosed, windows
Onondaga Syracuse 201 Fayette Blvd Wesltchester 2 (02) Yellow 1216 | replaced)
Wesltchester 2 7?- .
Onondaga Syracuse 332 Lathrop Rd {deluxe) painled Yes
Onondaga Syracuse { 455 Buckingham Avenue | Westchester 2 Gray Demolished
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Onondaga Syracuse 521 Roxford Rd § Westchester 2 Blue IR
Erie Tonawanda 269 Creekside Drive . Westchester 2 - Blue 47 |
: coe . Vestal Parkway - - . o
| Broome Vestal § (mext (o #2448) Ngwportz ; Yellow YES
: ‘ : ‘ No {poreh
enclosed, windows
o replaced, stove
Broome Vestal 2448 Vestal Parkway Westchester 2 Blue 2391 | pipe)
Broome Vestal 601 Clay Street Westchester 3 Yellow 2303 | Yes
o Westchester 2 ‘
Chatauqua | Westfield 125 Elm Street + G-1 garage Blue Yes
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H. Summa: y of Identmcatmn and Evaluatmn Methods

This mulUple property nominalion is lar CTely b'lsetl on thc mfolm'lt]on gathered through the New Yorh State (NY S} Lusucm Project
from January 2007 through August 2007, which involved the surveying and documeniation of identified Lustron houses across the
staie. The efforts 1o locate the Lustron properties began with the assembly of rough directory of addresses from the Thomas. Felter
baok, The Lustron House (2002} which includes a directory by state in its appendices. The State Hisloric Preservation Office,
provided a directory listing for cross-referencing purpose and from these Lwo sources a database was started. An informational
pamphlet on the NYS Lustron Project was sent out to all known propertiss as well-as preservation organizations across the state
encouraging more information regarding the locations of Lustron homes. A database was developed with fields that corresponded to
the information obtained on the survey forms. This survey work across five different regions of the state (Capital
Region/Adirondacks; Central NY; Weslern NY, Southern Tier; & Downstate/NYC) involved countless volunteers in order locate and
confirm each address, complete a standardized Lustron building form, provide photographic and geographic mapping decumentation
' and in some cases interviews with owners. There was a single site visit to the Ohio Historical Society in Columbus, Ohio to review
Lustron Corperation archived papers. In addition, several sources, from company promotional marerials, documentary films and
books, articles and papers provided the basis of information for the historic contexts and significance. These sources are listed under
the Major Bibliographic Resources in Section L.
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- L. Major Bibliégrap-hicat References
"Cmmcm Tour thzouch The Lustron Home ANew Slandmd fm lemv Cblijmijus, OH: Lustron Cez‘psration

| “Cornell Get Two “Pre-Fab’ Dwellings to Study Space Needs of F’um chses ” The New York Tmes October 2, 1949, pg. RL.

“Home Priced at $9,449 — Lastron Daaler Set Structural Cost without Lot The ;\Ie\A' York Times, February {8, 1949, pg. 38.

“Lustron Homes Rising in MY .-Comn. Centers.” The New York Times, May 22; 1949, pg. RS

Lustron Houses in Georgia. National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Documentation Form, June 21, 1993,

© “Lustron House 1o ‘Reopen'.” The New York Times, August 1, 1948, pg. 25.

“[ aal Bstate Notes.” The New York Times, August 29, 1948, pg. R4.

“Problems of Independent Small Business — Lustron Dealers, Hearino before a Subcommlttea of the Commities on Banking and
Currency. United States Senate. 8% Congress. 2% Session. Washington, D.C.; United States Governmerzt Printing Office, 1950.

“The Lustron Home. ,.the house America has been waiting for: A Progress Report by Carl G. Strandlund, President, Lustron
Corporation.” Life, April 19, 1948, p. 12-13

Batters, Thomas T. & Vincent Kohler. The Lustron Home: The History of 4 Postwar :Pre’fzabricated Housing Experiment. Jefferson,
North Carolina: McFarland & Company, Inc. Publishers, 2002.

Kneer, Douglas, Suburban Stesl: The Masnificent Faiiure of the Tustron Corporation., 1945-1951), Columbus: The Oh10 State
University Press, 2004,

Michslmo’re, Bill & Anne Neville, “Lustron Living.” The Buffzlo News, July 18, 1959,

“Wolfe, Tom and Leonard Garfi¢ld. A New Standard for Living: The Lustron House, 1946-530" Perspectives in Vernacular
Architecture. Columbia, Missouri: University of Missouri Press, 1989, :

Series of Corporation documents from Archived Papers held at the Ohio Historical Society in Columbus, Ohio.
+  “Dealer Performance Report,” March 8, 1950 (Numbers effsctive through Feb. 28, 1950) _
= A Study on Lustron Homes made among 200 Lustron Home Owners,” July 17, 1953 (mailed to 320 homeowners; 200
responses) :
*  “Answers to your Quesmons about the Lusn on Home” — informational brochure produced by Lustron Corporation.
+  “Lustron Sales Program™ ‘ ,
e “Consolidated Lustron Accessory Price List” — memo Lo all Dealers from W.A. Matheson on Oct{)ber 26, 1949
e “Pacts about Lustron” — letter and information sent to the media from Carl Strandlund on December 31, 1949,

Interviews:
Tom Fetters, Author, 11/29/06, 1/20/G7
Harold Green, Upstate Construction Corporation (Albany Lustron Dealership), 1/27/07
Harold Bishop, Lustion Original Homeowner (E. Glenville), 7/9/07, 7710/07. -
Barold Gibbs, Lustron Original Homeowner (Amsterdam), 3/22/07
Belty Madison, Lustron Homeowner {Cohoes), 1/10/07
Ken Barley. Lustron Homeowner (Chataugua), 3/14/07
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Sandra VanVorst, Lustron Homeowner, (E. Greenbush), 371547

Nancy & Joe Danforth-Norfleet, Lustron Homeowners (Albany), I 1728107, 129105
John Schumacher, Lustron Homeowner {Albany), 544007

John Shaner, Lustron Homeowner (Endwell), 3/10/07 -
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Lustron Houses of New York ‘ New York
Name of Multiple Property Listing ‘ : State

Table of Contents for Written Narrative .
Provide the following informulion on conlinualion sheels. Cile the leuer and the title before each section of the narrative, Assign page numbers according 1o the
. instructions for conlinuation. sheets in How 1o complete the Miltiple Property Documentation Forn (Nutional Register Bulletin 16B). Fill in page numbers for each

section in the space below.

Page Numbers

’ s omt MMl
L. Statement of Historic Coniexts 1.16
F.  Associated Property Types ‘ 17-19
G. Geographical Data : 20-24
H. Summary of Identiﬁcation'and Evaluation Methods - 25
I.  Major Bibliographical References 26-27

Primary location of additional data:

B4 State Historic Preservation Office
[] Other State agency
] Federal agency
Local Governmert
7] University
Other: ]

Name of Repository:

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properiies for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend listings. Respanse fo this request is required to obiain a benefitin
accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.8.C. 470 et seq.). .

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 120 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructiong, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding ihis burden estimate or any aspect of
this form 1o the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paparwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, D.C. 20503,
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Example Key:

1-12 *The Lustron Home Brochure™ (Copy) — Original supplied by Harold Bishop, Lustron Original Homeowner (E. Glenvilie, NY)
13-22 “Consclidated Lustron Accessory Price List” (Copy) Origital on file: Ohio Historical Society of Columbus )
23-24 "Answers to your Questions about the Lustron Home” (Copy) Oniginal on file: Ohio Historical Society of Columbus
25 *Dealer Performance Report” (Copy} Original on file: Chic Higtorical Society of Columbus
26 Lustron Westchester and New Port Floor plan
©27-31 “Facts About Lustron” (Copy) Original on file: Ohio Historical Society of Columbus
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THE BATHROOM—BIQ porceloin enamel bathroom comes
complele with ll fixiures. Buili-in chest of drawers with smooth

work orea on lop is an added leature.
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Gclober 26 j' 1949

T0; 4L DSALEES © %V

FROM: e i TE;!TLE%“:@‘“} ‘

SURJECT: CONSCLIBATED- LUSTHIN .'-'LCCESSVOR'I_-PRIBE LIST

Attached you will {ind & Consolidated Lustron Accessory Price
Iist wiiich covers :11 standard bouse accessories now carried in stoek
and aveilable for prompt shipment Trom Lustron. This Consolidated
Price List replaces zll previous accessory price lists and is arranged
in @ menner to facilitebe your ordering these accessories from the factory.
- ¥pu will note that thers are tws columns of prices —- the
first column inclcating the net [,c.b. Columbus to the desler -— znd the
second coluwmn indicating the suggested resale rrices bo your custoners.

These accezsovries should be ordered on Urder Form 501-50 —
apealer Crder For Other Than Complebe Houses,! You may order &f meny
‘of the different types #s Fyou wish on one order form, srovided sll of
the accessories ordered on that Form are Lo be shipped to the szme
destipstion, If they are to g0 to differsnt degtinstions, separate .
orders sipuld be mude ouD for cach group to each separate shipping. point.
Witk the enceptipn of deslers negotiating for franchises, it is not nec-
essary te include any down payment viith accessory orders. Shipments will
be mede by codmon carrier freight collect to destination, or to nsarest
‘shipping point. You will be invoiced by Lustron for the f.o0.k. vzlue of |
the sccessories after shipoent his been made’ from the Tactory.

0laims zgainst the carpiers for dny Gamages oOr losses which

=

L might" pecyr. in shipmert will be fmede by the dealers, and not by Lustron.

(_)o'nsecuentlw; it is imoortunt thabt you safesuurd your copies of the bills
i gy . > - J = ) k . -
‘of lading on ell.&sccessory shipments mate, by common CArrier 1n order o

©. Iile cleims for any Jemages. or losses which might occur in shipment,
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LusTiruUuN ConrnfPOtsa?TION

u'm(JLll)yT [} LU_)Tﬁ.Ul‘J ABCESSORT l’rtl‘\E LIST

DEALER PRICE
7.0.5. COLUKBUS

"“Bﬂ DOURb

© Peseription: = 11 aluminum screen door sized
Lo Fit bobh {ront and back doors of 211 mod-
els of Iustron Homes. The'price includes

. herdware, door closer, and adaptor plate.
‘Two doors required per house.
(Shipping pssembly Part Number D9-431-69)

Price per door ‘ % LoD

STORM DUOR INSERT

Description: aluminum framed gless insert
to convert above screen door into stori-
soreen door. One insert required per door.
(Shipping assembly Part Number 02-431-%8)

Price par insert 11,35

STORY-SCREEN DOUR

Degeription: ALl aluminum. combipation
storm-screen door sized to fit both front
ang back deors of «ll meodels of Lustron
Homes, The price includes screen door
assembly, storm sash insert, hardwszre, door
closer and adaptor plete, Two doursrre- :
Gulred per “house . :

(aﬂlleﬂE nsgembly gart Lamber 02-431-70) .

Price per door : L - % 51.75

Puge 1 of 3

uctoper 26, 1549

SUGGESTED .
'HLQHLE FRICE -

i 57.50.

% 16,20

$ 73.70

X
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Page 2 of 3

Decempber i, 1949

CONSOLIDAIED LUSTACR AUCES3I0RY P HICE LIST
‘ {continued) .

DEATAR PHICE BUGLESTED

F.0.5. COLUWBIS HESALE PRICE

STORY WINDOWS FOR MODEL 02 IUSTRON HOUE

Description: This storm window set con-
sigts of aluminum framed -glass storm_ sash
complete with screws ang clips for athach-
mept to standard Lustron window sash., The
storm window set for the Model 02 Home con-
sists of necessary storm sash for the k
large pilcbure windows, 3 double casement
windows and 1 single casement window,
(Shipping Assembly Part Numbers 02~-401-117)
: , 02-401-118)
02mi01~113)

Price per complete set for 02 Home $ 146.80 % 196.00

9TORK WINDOWS FOR MODEL O3 LUSTRON HOME

Description: This storm window set con— -

cists of sluminum framed glass storm

sash complete with screws and clips for

sttachment to standard Lustron window

sash, The storm window sst for ths

Model 03 Home consists of necessary storm

sash for the L large picture windows, L

double casement windows, and 1 single

casement window.

(shipping Assembly Part Fumbers 02-h01~115)
02-~£01-1159
03-401-130)

Price per complete set for O3 Home $ 160,10 . 215,00

VINETIAN BLINDS FOR MODEL 02 HOME

Description: This veneblan blind set

censists of sbeel blinds, ivory in color,
manufactured to fit all of the windows in

the Model 02 Iastron Home. The aset consists
of blinds for the 4 large picture windows,

'3 double casement windows and 1 single

casement window and are designed to hang

from the universal blind and drapery hangers
with which 21l Imstron Houses are now equipped.
(3hipping Aissembly Part No. 02-4,51~56}

7800

ot
~D
o
&
27

Price per completed set Tor 02 Home
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Page 3 0

Ustober 25, L9A9

| GuSULLILATED LUSTHON sCCESOURY PiICH 11ST
' icqnzmued) ‘

RICE BUGEESTRD

‘ ' DEalEd
B. CULUMEUS  RESALE PHICE

0

2y
1w

VENETTAY BLIRDS FOR MODEL 03 E-IOHE'

Dsscripticn: This Venetlan blind sei
consists of steel blinds, ivory in color,
mernfactured to rit all of the windows in-
the Model O3 Lustron Homes. The set con-
sists of blinds for the 4 large picture
windows, 4 double casemsnt windows snd 1
single cusement window and are designed
to hang from the piversal blind and
drapery hengers with which zll Lustron
houses are DOW equipped. :
(Shipping 4ssembly Part Bumber 02-451-81)

Price ner completed seb for O3F Home $ 63.20 $ 83.25

NOTE: In ordering Storm iindows and Venetisn Blinds, be sure to indicate the house
sequence seriszl number to which the storm windows or venebian blinds are to be
applied to insure shipment of bthe proper seb. This is necessibtated by engineering
modifications which have been mads in the Lustron House, such &5 thes substitution

of the double cassment windows for the original porthole~type windows.

PIOTOHE HaNGER KIT

Deseripiion: These ploi .. NENZEY kits
are designed for applying to Lastron
porcelain enemeled steel surfaces, The
Wit is pzoked complets with ‘12 picture
nengers per package. < ’ .
(Shipping hssembly Part Nuwser 02=151-57)

Price per psclkege of 172 hangers T 2,40 5 3.40.
. . i >

sied that these picturs hangers be ordered in minimum guantities
or 72 hangers, for shipment at any one time: ) :

S T

The above prices do nob include replacement partse reguired hecause of damegs after
delivery, nor do they include federsl, state, or mundcipul taxes imposed upon use
or sele of the maberial or upon punership thereol, after 1itle shall have passed
to the dealer. ' )
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{continued)

ATTIC FaN FOR MODEL 02 & 03 . HOUE

Descriplion: Consists of fan & housing,

L, louvsred gable end panels & two special
geiling panels; and necessary hardware,
electrical and structural parts necessary

to imstall. We must have 3 weeks procurs-
ment time on this item,

{Shipping Assembly Part Number To Be Assigned)

Price per complete Attic. Fan

IHDIVIDUAL STCEM WINDONS

Pescription: Same windows as complete set.
Bach package listed contains 1 only
Aluminun framed glass & screws & clips
necessary to instell.

{Shipping Assembly Part Number 02—401~125)

Price per Picture Window Middle (1 only)

(Shipping Assembly Part Number 02-401-126)

Price per Picture Window End (1 only)

(Shipping Assembly Pars Number 02-401-123)

Prics par Double Casement Window (1 only)

(Shipping Assembly Part Number 02-l01~12L.)

Price per Bathroom Window {1 only)

CORSCLIDATED LUSTRON sCCESSCRY FRICE IIST

DEALER FRICE

Fage &4 of 4

January 20, 1950

UGGESTED

SUG
F.0.B. COLUMBUS  RESALE PRICE

Hss.00

$ 12.00

8.75

E=EY

7.65

i

$ 7-90

$245.00
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February 2, 1950

OONSOLIDATED LUSTRON ACCESSCRY PRICE LIST
(continued )

" “DEALER FRICE SUGCESTED
¥.0.3. COLUUBUS RESALE PRICHK

STORM WINDOWE FOR h@DEL (23 LUSTRON HOME

Deseription: This storm window set
consiste of aluminum framed glass
storm sash compiete with screws and
clips for attachment to standard
Lustron, window sash. The storm window
ast for the Model 023 Home censists of
necessary sbtorm sash for the 2 largs
" picture windows, 5 double casement
windows and 2 single casement windows.
(Shipping Assembly Part Numbers 023~401-135)
: - 023-401~136}
© 023-401~137)

 Price per complete set for O23 Home & 130.30 $ 174.10

VERETIAN BLINDS FOR MODEL 023 HOME

Descriptiom: This venstian blind set
consists of steel blinds, ivory in
color, manufactured to fit all of the
windows in the Model 023 ILustron Home.
The set consists of blinds for the 2
jarge pieture windows, 5 double case-
ment windows and 2 single casement
windows and are desigred to hang from
the pniversal blind and drapery hangers
with which all lastron Houses are now
equipped.

(Shipping Assenbly Part No. 023=451~95)

Price per complete seb for 023 Home t 49.60 k! 65,25
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(Gepfidenidel)

N FEEN I - T T E DA TCUBSTRR (7 77 el BG TGS Ln | A o
ZOIE, HERPORT . HEADOWERO0XL  STANDARD DE LIYE £
=nwgﬁ-?JT&MMdﬁﬁ"TﬁF“;}mm&*fdﬁfWﬁ? Modsl v 7 F.c Hodel ! vl
SO s 0372 022 g3z 0L 03 D2 - 09 1
FoE - SonE GED BN ERNI S G R |
1 B0 314E Cf 4590 5490 5250 58145 5,87 6562 |
2 4215 5190 1 4615 5515 5315 5870 5512 6587
3 _ L2400 5195 1640 5540 & 5340 5895 L 5537 6012
& 4265 5220 L665 5565 5365 5020 5562 64637
5 L2900 5245 4650 5590 5390 5945 5587 G662
b 4315 5270 L715 5615 5415 5970 5612 G687
7 L340 5295 LT7L0 5640 5440 5995 5637 B7iZ.
g L4365 5320 4765 5665 5065 6023 shétp 6737
9 4390 53hL5 4790 5690 5490 E0k 5 5657 6762
10 L LL15 5370 4815 5715 5515 6070 ‘5712 6787
11 o hhED B3935 4B4O 5740 5540 6095 5737 6812
12 LG5 SL20 L84S 5765 ‘5565 B120 5762 . G837
13 L4490 ShLS 4890 5790 55%0 6145 5787 6862
14 4515 5470 1915 5815 5615 £170 5312 4887
15 LELD 5495 4940 5840 5650 6195 T 5837 6912
16 4565 5520 LG65 5865 5665 6220 5862 £937
17 4590  53L5 4950 5850 5690 6245 1 5887 6%62
18 T L6l5 5570 5015 5915 5715 6270 5012 6987
17 L6LD 5595 5040 5040 & 5740 6295 5837  70L2
20 ubo3 5620 5005 5965 3765 6320 b 5962 7037V
21 169G 5045 50590 5990 5790 6345 5687 7062
22 4715 5670 5115 6015 5815 6370 6012 7087
: 23 470 5595 5140 6040 5840 5395 6037 7112
24 4765 5720 5165 6065 5865 6420 6062 7137
25 L5790 5Tk5 5190 6090 5890 shL5 1 6087 Tl62.
26 ©o4B15 5770 5215 6115 5915 6L70 6112 7187
27 4BLO 5795 5240 6140 5940 6495 6137 7212
. 28 LBA5  5B20 & 5265 4165 5955 £520 6162 7237
29 4890 58L5 5290 5190 5490 8545 £187 7262
30 4915 5870 5915 6215 6015 6570 £212 7287
; 31 | ohsko o 3893 530 620 60Ls 6595 6237 7312
: 32 4965 5920 5365 6265 6065 4620 1 6252 7337
33 4990 5945 53%0 6290 6090 G645 &287 7362
N 5015 5970 5415 6315 6115 - HETD 6312 7387
35 S0L0 5995 SL40 6340 6140 6695 6237 T4l2
= 5065 6020 5465 6363 6165 6720 6362 Th3T
¥ 502 G045 5492 6390 4190 a745 - 6387  TheZ
TR 5115 6070 5515 6415 6215 6770 GL12 7LET
39 5140 6095 5540 ALLD A240 6795 &L,37 7512
Lo, 5165 6120 5565 6565 6265 6820 bL62  T537




(Page 20 of 31)

-3 -

DELIVERED PRIGCES
instron Bouse Packege

QGantinued)
: WESTCEESTER WESTCHESTER
ZLMR HERFORT YEADOWBROOK STANDARD DB LR
2 Hodel. Hodel. Hodel . . Hpdel,
023 - 033 022 - 532 S D2 D3t 2 = 03
L. | 50 6Ls 5590 . 6490 | 6290 6845 buay 7562
L2 5215 6170 | 5615 6515 4315 6870 6512 = 7587
TL3 5250 6185} 5640 6540 - 6340 6895 6537 7612
Al 5265 622D  5bbs 6365 6355 6920 6562 7637
45 5290 6245 5690 65490 6350 £945 b587 7662
b6 5315 6270 |- 5715 &615 bL15 6570 6612 7687
47 5340 6295 57740 664D 6440 6995 6637 7712
L8 5365 6320 5765 6665 bL65 7020 b6b2 7737
f’iu{:,{, »{;,/.(,...IZ'L{-&:’I !{( e s - ) )
Fiie o SR B L ans - -2 FEaT e A we LT
NOTE:

1. lustron BESTCHESTER Deluxe and Standard models have idenbical fleor
plans but differ in following respechs: ' )

Lustron WESTGHEST
and &11 present built-in and struckural feaburss;

Deluxe tandard
Vanity~boolkcase yes no
China-pass~through yes no
feiling radiant heat yes no
Bay window ¢ yes no
Bathroom vanlity yes no
Kitchen panels 20 x 27 2t x 8BF
Floor tile . yes. ne

tile in package.

Lustron WESTCEESTER Standard, MEADOWBROOK,.
sonventional heating system, minimam built-in features,

supplied by builder,

prices do not include foundation package.

411 prices inclinde Thor dishwasher-clotheswasher,

double sink will reduce price $215.

Exterier colors for all models aame as present 02

and 03.

ER Deluxe models inclode ceiling rediant panel heat
Includes asphalt

and NEWPORT series have
floor covering

. Substitution of

Prices do nob include freight charges for oversge shipments.

Prices are subject to change without notice.

November 10, 1949

G
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lradand
Vi

i LUSTROM CORPORATION, 4200 FAST FIFTH AVENUE, COLUMBUS. GHIO

Minn,
" : 18-33
Sout’h Dak’ota T VWisconsiz; i
=5-39 \_10-23 :
et e : Mil:klo
S { )
Nebragik, Lowa ; F g
R2-34 , 1225 1 opeo
& 0. {Ind. | O
F-ly f2-101
Kansas  missouri¥
20-3, 12-22 \_ {ydpucky
2mi2 ol AT
Oklahoma ;\ ~f  Tennessee. Ta Cailg_,_p_z
22-35 Arkansas /  9-1& g N
721 5. Gar.}
5-2

Wiss,] Ala.  \Georgid
{ 17-28/15-26 \13-25

\%‘Fla;

21
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(SUGGESTED FORM)

'L.USTRON DEALERS' COST ESTIMATE SHEET

Gast of Complete Lustron Package
Land Cost
Freight

Services

Sewer Extension

Water Extension

Gas Extenszion

Electric Extension
Septic Tank Imstallation
Oil Tank Installation

Erection Costs

Site Impz ovements

Foundation and Floor Slab

Sidewsalk It. wide
Curb and Gutter R
Walks ft.
Drive £t.

Fill yds,

Excess Dirt Removal yds.
Tree, etc. Removal
Grading

Landscaping

Plant Material and Lébor
Seeding or Sodding

Dealer's Commission

Total Sales Price

¥ _Gpoo.oo
RO 50
(95 . 60

(45 . 0p -
PO e m
75 no
/35 ap

T
_5?42 4. oa

Fog.do
FO. so
5. 46
.90

=940 0
sbo . oo

?ﬂ-‘”
D B0

A35. 00
Fo. o

/098 a0

% {f,ﬁgﬁ wad

=
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Westchester Modeisl'

o' . pummn
BIMEHSIONS
e
ey R T

2 bedroom model (02/021) . * 3 bedroom mode(03/631)
+ Notched porch entry 7 : ‘ _+no porch eniry
+ protruding bay window + protruding bay window

+« small window between
2 picture windows

Newport-Models

2 bedroom model (021) ' 3 bedroom mode! (033)
+ gable end over front door + door net on gable end




(Page 27 of 31)

FalT.S ABOUT LUSTRON

The Hounse

C1EX

Precizion built Lustron Domes are arnufactured by atraight lins production
This nevuest epplicstion of lifetims porcslain Tinish onstesl mgrke 2
. ~purs TTom conventionzl building methods. Standzrd 2¢ x 21 extericr wall
1, stondsrd 20 x BY inverior wal)l penals, standerd 4% x 47 geiling panels and
ad roof pansls cover the interior and exterior of the hoas. A1) are desgipnel as
soreeloin penels, coated on both sides to insure DPETMANENCE.

B

CONSTRUCTION - The gkeleton of the house is made of 14 and 16-gauge steel framing,
Tactory~welded inve wall sectlons znd rool trusses. Forcelsin tinish stesl panels

sover Hhe roof, exisrior apd interior walls. Imterloclking with gach other, they are
atoached tp she Treme with concealed screws. Compressed between ths panels ia a per-
menent plastic sealing strip which forms & gasket and sssures an air tight moisture
resistant enclosure. This all steel censtruction provides great durability and strength.

DESIGL A choice of several colors in carefully blendsd combinations is available
for the sxterior. Interiors are finished in Tich neutral tones which blend with any
furniture or decorating scheme znd which never need painting. Iustron colors hzve been
carefully designed with the help of Howsrd Xetchum, Inc., one of the nation'se Toremost
enlor experts. General lines follow the one-story modified ranch style architecture
vhich has proved so popular in the pest few years.

ROCEF Specielly shaped rocl panzls are designed both for strengih and rugged
appearance. The panels are finighed on both sidss with lifetime porcelain on steels
They sre Tastened to the steel roof trusses With concealed screws, giving the house

s permanent end unusually attractive roof. '

PERLANENCE The neture of lifetime porcelain finish.is such that a Lustron FHome
Sever needs re-roofing or painting. The home is built of comsistently high guality
materials,  Firg-safe, Lustron Homes receive the same low insurance raztes as sclid
mesonry comstruction. Rateproof, decay-proot, termite end rodent-proof. The Tustrcn
finish will not fade, crack or peel. Damage resulting from abuss can be easily re-
paired. All-aluminum sash windows open out, ars gasily cperated from inside by cranlk
$vpe handles. Sersens are included.

FOUNDATION The house is erected on a concrate sleb. No basement, no expensive
swcavation necessary, Foundajion is insulated with the best known material for

fonndation insulation.

IEQ§ELQTIM§ Walls and ceiling are Tully insuleted with high quality, fire-resistanty,
Ermanent material, making the home wonderfully cool in summer &nd Shug and warm in
1tor. Speceial attention has beenl psid to cross ventilation of bedrooms by the &r-
rangement of the windows.

Sel

HODELE ‘Iustron Homes are now available in eight models. The aristocrat of the
iine is the Lustron WESTCHESTER DELUXLE, with & dishwesher-clotheswasher combination,
npils-1in vanity, kitchen pass-through, extra storage Space, radiant panel heating and
stlier ertra festures., The fwo-bedroom WESTCHTSTER DEIVEE measurss 31 by 35 feet,
@ the three-bsdroom model is 51 by 3§ Yeet in gize. This is the original Lustron
has been widely advertised.

Lusiron hes recently announced six new, epaller, lower priced models in
snd tiree-bedroom sizes. The rirst of these is the WESTCHESTER STANDARD,
.h conforms in size and construchion cuallty with the WESTCHESTER DELUXE. This is
am sconomy hems, embrzcing the spacicusness of dimensions without ths luxury of ihe

Gelwre bulliwin Features.

<}
N
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WEROUE, is Tushionsd bo suit middle income folks who wont

the permemnence, 1,_11:: sturdy constructicon and the wpneal
hars mofderate cost. The Huo-badroon EADOGHBHOOR ig 2% Ly 31
the thves-bazdroos measurss 31 by 33 feet.

& niniman investrment in s home, or who went

C a,, the Lugtron HEWPURT is ideal. ‘This is =
rficiency ind pAIMaRence af & low pPice.  The twoe
feet =md the thres-nedroom home is 31 by 21

eightv models are awsilable in a choice of T'our beaubtiful exterior color
ALl are finished, inside and out, in the same high guelity porcelain
" th @ cholcs of modsls and garages, there is a Lustron Home to fit almost
jeahe oo pocie bpovlc. & sheet comparing the specifications of the eiabt models is

The same exterior wall and roof panels which are used im the Lustron
z0ld to Lusiren dsalers in packages for one and twoecar garages to matél the
These are festened {o wood framing supplied by the deslars. Breezeways,
carports, screened porcbes can be added by the dealer, st the customsrfs
using Lustron penels in combinstion with conventional meterials to give

variety $o Lustron Homes, ' :

PRICE Lustren cannot guote g delivered and srected price for any home. The
lnr?i- dealer is the only cne in a position to quote & fimm erected price. To ths

fectory cost of the bouse snd transportaiion charges, the loeal builder-desler adds
the sost of erection labor, plurbing, electrical connectiona, asphalt tile instal-

imtlon. site preparation, instellation of sleciric, water, gss or oil services, scwer,

, and degdsn af sreparation. of wallks, drivewsys, lsndscaping, gurages, breszewsys and

: sther festures availabvle at the customsr's option. HMeny of these cosis Yary according

; to Lhe size snd condition of the lot and prevailing local wege rates. The eight Lustron
models off

er a wide range of prices %o fit almost every budzet.

The Plant
THE IUSTRON CORPORATION plant is leased from the War fssets Administration =t #35, 000
par ponth. It is located directly sast of Columbus, Ohio, near the Permsyivania =nd
A& D rsil’f-c-adso % is couveniently avvessible to US highways 40, 62, and 33: e stons'=s

Fhyow fron fhe Columbus d.lITOT“Do
In area it comprises 1,100,000 sguare feet of floor space inm Lwo huge build~
m flo & uwder roof equivalent to BE football fields., Within the pland

led $15,000,000 worth of furhaces, pressas, dies, welding machines
sary to turn out homes on full three-shift cperation ib the rate’
production record to dete i1s 27 in & single eight-hour shif+g.

b-=en shipped in one day.

Engineering of the plant has placed i‘abrv cutJ ng and processing euuipment for
of panels, cabinets, and ssultery v in one bulldinz. The second hbuilding

Gation and sgsembly of structur :.zl menbers along with the integration of
aeas with '"JT.).’T‘C.]JQ..:F‘( paris. Huge truck-trailsrs serve as the mssambly-
L)

. Theas frailers zre losded 3'11ve.rsely %0 the order in which perts sre
i Lg houss srection, 5o thet they serve as warchousss on the construction site.
| : Produwetion is controiled i on hand, with virtually no warshouse spuoe
: fmne : Pergs vre Tobhricated on 1863 T‘l.._,._C,‘w ranging from 3G to 1800~ton
of Shese presses cun drew z bathiub in a single operation. Taves
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esz can Turn cub 2%z 87 vansls In slteady stweam., The mnanoe
Te statcined and production Flow msinteined Ly more than
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Welding is an imporsent process in thse manuf& vure of the Lustron
Home. Hers %o, the Lustron plant is equipped teo do projection and spot weld-
ing. One of 1;}15 nest complicated industrial welding applications is the
zuboumatic machine used in $he assembly of roof trusses, in wiich 31 welds are
aompleted in a 40-se¢cond c¢ycle.

One imporsent Lustron development is the use of cold rolled sutomobile
body sheet steel of standard gauges. GCeramic engineers developed the process
and . materials to enable firing the porcélain at mueh lower temperatures then
‘other plants. By permitting lower firing. temperatures, this method cuts fuel
costs, decrsases warpsge, end reduces toolimg materially. - _

511 labor within the plapt is AF.of L., worksrs being members of the
garpenters, plummbers, or slsctricians unions.

Transportation

Lustron homes are carried from the Columbus, Ohio, plant on specially

bullt trailers 4o the site where they are 0 be erected. The country has bsen
divided i to zones to permit uniform delivery prices at points eauidistent from
the faciory.

reilers used in the movement of the houses from the factory o the
site sre loadsd on the plant assesbly line, in proper rotation fo permit

rapid nulcading & nd srection in +he field. Whsn it is necessary e ship homes
r5il, the &g dllEI’ is placed cn a Tlat car, or specialily orated ©o comply with
railroad classificastions. Tests ars being conducted for expord shipments, dboth
by specisl carting and Dy shipping the loeded treiler. ‘

e»a

The overall length of the Lustron truck and trailer is 40 fset. Traile
izngth is 3 ”W’b“f, width 8¢ and overall heipht 12734,

Trailers are dssigned to accommodate the parts of the house without
srating. Comparbsents and racks are dssigned to prevent damage to the matorials

SLd

while in trensit, as well es during loading and unlozding operations.

Tractors and trailers ave leased by Lustron. Combination trailer-
stors are brightly colored in blue and yellow o permit ready visibility and
sppsarance of neatness end cleanliness whieh is evident in the house. On
Danesbar 33, 1948, there were BOO of these specially designed frazilers end 200

ilsble o Lustron.

T

Dzalers
Bullder-dealers srs franchis ed to erect housss within 2 given geo-
srunhiszl eres. Freyeruisite 0 receiving 2 frenchise ls experience in ths
Lo e &%

. 7,{;‘
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PTI S P AN e f;:;i'ii‘ sclez Tisld, » good crediv record, sufficient working cowit

To wsE ol wnlon lsbor.

s lonated in 35 stotes,
orrd ing constantly. - .

‘gre respmsible for initlating "bheir cuwn gales, and for
werbing. the hopes. Aoy varistions from the stendard plane are the responsie

L
ool "ma,uemx:z’s;
cLuscron condvets & Sales and Mapagement Treining Clinic at whe factory
o Yrain deslers in the successful operation of a deslerghip. '

N

Hrection

& standard sreciblon procedure has been prescribed by the Service
Deperiment of the Lustron Corporation, which is responsible for instruction of

erection crews, quelity control of erection in the field, and replacament
arbs :'.mwzgaﬁ in shipment. ‘

i Lustron hc*ne; ware eryested, worlmsn renuired as many ag
fef—'tcmster gsluxe twoe bedroom home together in tbe fisla.
gotion methode have cut this fime to

esTi

218 ; ]:Lourbmwz,nh some houses being put vp in as few ag 250 houxs Tor
modsl, Nommeld building vime is approximstely two Weeks. AF of L carpentsrs,
trioiang apd plumbers are uvsed Tor all field construetion labor.

tron maintaing an Erection Tradning School at the factory to train
rigors and foremen in efficient erecticn methods.

Bome Fipancs

Iastron homes ars being finsnced through all sources of mortgage
Lc&uq have besn made by meny of the largest insurance companies
-.“" rensh offices thronghout the commtry. Savings and loan zescei-
nsEn pmmmem in Lustron customer Tinancing, meking & large numbhsy
Cang aht wont goverient goarantes.

Aimeet ell Feleral Heusing Administration offices east of the Rocky
Bounsains have by now processed mortgage insurance applications on Lustron homes.
Figld offices of fhe Vetsrams Administrabion have guarsnbeed second mortgags
loane o veterans in feny localitiss thereby enabling them to buy Lustron homes
wWith 11t or o down pavmenits. The amounts whick the lending insvitubtions,

e

T Lioan or guarantes are being gradually roaised as the
g its potentilalities for market acceptability and ownex

Imstyon Corporation and the Ualbreath Hortgage Compaeny of Columbus,
Dpla, lave 4@%1 p%d a plan fC.'l* interim financing of dealers which has been
a in the home menuwfacturing industry as & distinct conitribue

=k : -ﬂ.*“ s . of the mejor problems of the infustwy., The plan
zyailable 4o one other zompeny end the Gelbreath Horitgags Compeny
tenslon to many others. undev the zical » Lustron

grection costs olus nayment for the Lusiron housa
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Bhipments

- 71

"2 LY S8tats3 to and inecluding Deosmbexr B1, 1945, hove bsen ss

R ectiod

13 Rew Jersev 1z
. 1z ' Hew Mexico ’ 7.
Lnut A8 ‘ ‘Hew York 103
el of Colwabia 20 . Howvth Carcline Ra
e ' i Horth Dakota 12
‘ i 13 Ohio 2750
oo Oklaboma . B
Indiaca 148 Penngylvania 126
Tows, AR - South Usrolina 2
Kansaz ' 79 South Dalkeota 27
Fenbuslky 28 Tennesses 23
Louisiansa 2 Tezas 13
Maryland 7 Virginia B2
L;»I:zssvxchufse?ts 22 “Wegt Virginis . 64
Michigan i 48 Wisconsin 123
Minnesobs 28 . . Export 3
Missigsdippl B Test & Demonstratiaon 11
Missourl ‘ 97

Nebraske 25 ’ TOTAL ZHIPHMENDS 1970

Public Accepiance

A totsl of 404,061 letters anrl written ingulries have been received by
Lustron Corporation since April 1948, when 1ts nationsl adveriising begen. In
addition, it iz estimzbed that more than two million people have visited and in-
S"}Fﬂ"ﬁf-ﬂ demonstration Lustron Homes in commuonities throughoud the country, cast
the Rooly Mounbains.

ImvlluﬂdPTl\, surveys of Lustron homecwpers show alwmost universal satis-
faciion with the Lustron Home by those who have invested thelr monsy né wha are
. im Bhe best poslt i’ n B0 juides.




